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total  240; proposals for  m o 1 9 e  extensive ringing of I ~ i i d s  ancl i l  

projected gannet census were highlights of the nn11u:ll n l w t i n g  

of the Society, which ,was held i n  t h e  l l o n ~ i n i o n  Mnscm~~.  
Wellington, on 25th May, 1946. Dr. 12. A.  F1111;1 ( ~ x t  i r i ~ l g  

prcsiclcnt) presided o v c l .  :L l i ~ r g e  attcnclancc of n i c n ~ l ) c i x  It, 

was the first general meeting t o  be held since 1941. 

On the  suggestion of Dr. I Ian~i l ton,  thc  mccting agreetl t o  
a recommendation that t h c  incoming cornmittce should sct up 
a sub-committee to  examine the  constitution, wit , l i  a view t o  
d;wifying several doubful points, their r c c o m m c n c l n t i o i ~ s  to 
I J ~  p~zesentcd a t  t h e  next annual general meeting. 

li'inancial Stn tcment.-On the mot ion  of Dr. Ll':tlla, sccoucl- 
cd by Dr. Wodxivki, the following statcmenl was acloptecl a i ~ d  

approved. 
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Mr. Hursthouse suggested that in future the presentation 
of the financial position should conform to the usual require- 
ments of a full statement of the year's accounts. 

The Committee's report, which was adopted, stated, inter 
alia, that the Society was fortunate in exchanging publications 
with the Wilson Ornithological Club, U.S.A. The Society now 
had the Wilson Bulletin Vols. 56 and 57, a most valuable 
addition to the available ori~ithological literatnre, and its 
thanks were due to the Wilson Ornithological Club. 

Amendments to the Constitution.-The following alter- 
ations, of which due notice had been given, were approved:- 

( a )  Insertion of an extra clause to read "No alteration tn 
the Constitution may be made unless all members have 
been informed of the proposed change at least fourteen 
days before the meeting a t  which the change is made. 

(h )  Insertion a t  the end of clause 7 the words "Any officer 
of the society may also hold the office of Regional 
Organiser. ' ' 

(c) In clause 8 the words "a Recorder" to be inserted in 
line 2 after the words "a Secretary-Treasurer." 

(d)  Insertion of a new clause to read, "The function of thc 
Recorder shall be to take charge of any books, papers, 
photographs, etc., belonging to the society and if 
possible to keep for the use. of members, a list of the 
ornithological literature available in the Dominion. 
Any officer of the society may also hold the office of 
Recorder. " 

(e) Clause 16 to be deleted and replaced by the following: 
"One member of the committee shall be appointed tu 
act as editor (or, if necessary, two members to act as 
joint editors) of the Bulletin, of the Society, "N.Z 
Bird Notes." 

Proposals re Ringing.-An account of the scheme for 
ringing silver-eyes and an indication of its possible exteizsion 
to include other birds was given by Mr. J. M. Cnnningham. On 
the motion of Dr. Falla, seconded by Mr. Flcming, a ringing 
sub-committee consisting of Mr. Cunningham :IS convener, Dr. 
Wodzicki, and Mr. Sibson was elected. Mr. Ycrex pointed out 
that in a comprehensive scheme there was likely to be somc 
technical breach of the Animals Protection Act and i t  was 
agreed that  any scheme proposed by the committee or adopted 
by the society should be referred to the Department of Internal 
Affairs for official sanction. 

Overdue Sabseriptions.-On the suggestion of Mr. Cun- 
ningham, i t  was recommended to the incoming committee that 
in future accounts be sent to members when subscriptions fall 
due, and again when they remained unpaid.-Agreed. 
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Moved by Dr. MTodzicki, seconded by Mr. Hursthouse, tha t  
all members whose subscriptions werc more than three ye:?las 
in  arrear  should be struck off the  membership list after a 
remindei* had been sent to them by their Regional Organiscl*. 
-Agreed. 

Name of the Magazine.-Moved by Dr. Olivcr and second- 
ed by Mr. Pcrex,  that  the matter of chaiiging the name of tho 
society's )mblication, "N.%. Bird Notes" should be referred 
to  the incoming committee for  consideration.-Agreed. 

Nominations of Officers.-Moved hy Mr. Hnrsthoase and 
secondecl by Dr. Hamilton, :IS a recommendation tha t  clause 
14 of the constitution be amended to read :  "Notice is to be 
sent to  each member not latey than 1st  A p i d  advising thcm 
that  nominations of officers under cIanse 6 close 011 14th April. 
{Names of retiring members to be given.) Provided tha t  if no 
nominations he reccived fo r  any office, the  gc11er.d mecting may 
then table nominations,." 

This decision was made following on an cnrlicr discussioil 
tha t  arose regarding the election of office~.s (a  list of officers 
fo r  thc year appears on page L ) ,  especially as to the interpreta- 
tion of various clanscs in the constitution. Z t  was agreed t,hilt 
difficulties arose whc~.c no nominatioils had bccn received. 

Supplement to Volume l.-Mr. Stidolph wrote pointing 
cu t  ccrtitin omissions in the list of N.Z. Rirds pnblishccl as :I 
supplement to Volnmc l .  Movcd hy Mr. Flcmiug and secondcc1 
by Mr. Cunningham, t h i ~ t  corrections should be printccl, clis- 
trihutcd and nnmbcrcd jn a form suitable for  pasting in the 
hack of the supplement.-Agreed. 

Dr.. Wodzicki suggested that the incoming committcr 
should cndcavonr to arrange fuller ~ w i c w s  of "N.Z. Bird 
Notes" in the "Emu," and arrangc fur ther  exchanges with 
ovcrscas publications. 

Dr. Wodzicki also outlined a piwject whereby the society 
might assist in-compiling u gannet census. This was approved 
and Mr. Fleming agreed to make inquiries regarding aerial 
photographs'of certain inaccessible gannctries. 

&loved by Mr. Fleming, sccondcd by Mr. Sibson, that the 
incoming committee be recommended to explore the possibility 
of reprinting the three first cyclostylcd bullct,ins ~miformly 
with "N.Z. Bird Notes. "-Agreed. 

Votes of Thanks.-The following votcs of thanks werc 
passed: To P ~ ~ o f e s s o r  13. J. Marplcs for his long scrvice as 
secretary-treasnrcr ; to Dr.  Olivcr and the mailagemcnt com- 
mittee of the Dominion Mnseunl for  the use of the building; 
t o  Dr. Hamilton fo r  arranging the film screening to follow 
the meeting. 

A film of the gannet colonies a t  Cape Kidnappers taken 
by Professor McMeekan was scrcel~cd by Dr.  Hamilton. Dr .  
Wodzicki introduced the screening. 
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NOTES ON TWO MIGRANT WADERS NEAR AUCKLAND 
By R. 13. SIBSOX, Auckland. 

Such scant notice do 1,es'scr Golden Plover (P1uvi:~lis dominic:~ fulva) 
and Turnstories (Arcnaria intcrpres) rcceive iu the ornithological l i terature 
of New Zealand tha t  they would seem to bc either rather rare or else 
rather elusive. As the  two species are  often found together along one 
stretch of c o a ~ t  ,where I have had opportunities fo r  watcliirlg them, L 
have thought i t  worth while t,o collect these-few notes together in the 
hope tha t  other observers Inay be encouraged to keep closer watch in 
localities which arc  visited hy trans-equatorial ~nigrants .  Messrs. H. R. 
McKe~izie, C. A. Fleriling and l'. C. Bull have kindly put their ~ i o t c s  a t  
my disposal. 

Thcse observations have been n d e  niostly i n  Manukau Harbour, 
between Wiri  Creek and Pukotutu Flats,  where buth species occur 
regularly in autumn; and in  the  Fi r th  of Thames near Miranda, where 
both a r e  curiously infrequent. .In oru. spring (their  xutumn) the two 
species a r e  scarce and hard to  find; and in sonic years spring passes 
without t,heir being seen a t  all. 

TUIZNSTO'N ES. 

These seem to arrive mostly by oncs or twos or in very small flocks, 
from mid-September ou\\ards. Some typical spring records are:- 

1Ianuk:tu l1 on 20/9/36 (C.A.F.) hfur inai  ? on 17/11/41 
1 on 26/11/41 Ni randa  1 on 27/10/41 
2 on 30/9/45 1 on 8/10/41 (H.R.N.) 

16  on 14/11/43 3 on 5/11/44 
Xangawai  7 on 21/11/40 

The behaviour of stragglers i s  no r th  noting. l'hc single bird of 
26/11/41 was  fir~nly attached to a small flock of Golden Plover;  t h a t  of 
27/10/41 dropped out of the blue on to  a beach where Sti l ts  and Banded 
Dotterels were nesting and an  i i i~~i ia turc  Red-breasted Dotterel was 
summering. I t s  reception was  not altogcther cordial. I t  flew bu t  was 
shortly attracted down by a fresh-water pool. Here more r m t i n g  St i l t s  
showed signs of .hostility. It flew agaiu itnd disappeared in a southerly 
direction. The Turnstone of Y/10/44 had joined a flock of s u ~ u i u e ~ i n q  
Wrybills and may have spent some month5 with them, fol one was seen 
in  t he  same company on 2/1/45. The two Tuln.itonc.; of 30/9/45 were 
with the  rare Dotterel (Charadrius leschenaulti) on the  edge of a big 
pack of Godwits, recently arrived; ten days later t he  Dotterel m t s  a p a ~ t  
by itself, and the  Turnstor~ei,  prebulliably the  same two, ne re  feeding 
among the Godwits ou the  falling tldc. 

I t  seems clear tha t  most of our Turnstones ancl Golden l'lovel. a f t e r  
arriving move south. (The two species have recently bee11 reported 
together f rom the  subantarctic islands.) Howe\-er, a f e x  lingcr near 
Auckland about midsummer. 011 4/1/36 C.A.F. saw n large mixed floe!< 
in Manukau; and on 10/l/4+ P.C.B. found 5:3 Turnstones i ~ n d  a flock 
in the  same place a fortnight later contained 64 .birds. By this titlie the 
r~orthw-ard movenlent of S.1:. Pied Oystcrct~tcher (H. .O finschi) aud 
Wrybill is in full  swing, and some of these T'urnstolles may h a r e  travelled 



from the  south in their  coulpany. There are  two ;Pauuary records for  
hliranda-three on 2/1/44, :tnd onc on 2/1/45 

There is  a str iking contrast a t  least in Manuka~l ,  between spring 
aud autumn numbers of Turustones. The biggest flocks a r e  fount1 in 
March and April. According to  Buller, Cheeseman, in 1880, when 
Turnstones were "exceptionally abundant" in Manuk:~u,  cncountc?ed a 
flock of over a thousand; but the date is  uot given. No such nurnhers 
have been encountered in recent years, for  ~ r l 1 i ~ 1 1  the l~ igges t  counts are:  

1040 c.60 Alarch 17th-25th 
1941 c.65 hlarch 9th. 
1942 e.84 &larch 12th (c.80 wele still p ~ e s c u t  ou April 8)  
1943 c.75 l l a ~ c h  1st. 
1944 c.70 BI:~rcll 1Sth 
1945 c36  April 3rd. 

By mid-April the  flocks are  smaller. e.g., 25 ou 19/4/4" 55 on 
14/4/43; c.36 ou 17/4/44; : L I I ~  :L fe\v hi& in poor plumage may linge-r 
into May. P.C.B. has thc only recorded occurrence, 14 011 2/5/41; but 
norLe could he found on the  ncs t  day or on suhseyucnt visits. There are,  
therefore, no n'rauukau records between 3rd May and 20th September, 
r:or is i t  for  lack of loolring. The :~utu~rin flocks usually contain a f a i r  
sprinkling of birds with the white hc:~dx of nuptial plumage, but tlicre 
is a marked abseuce of sesu:al excitement and no sign of pairing. 
lJrobably the last  birds to  Icnvc are iu~m:~ture  and \rill ouly perform :L 

part ial  migratio~i,  get.ting 110 further thnu the tropiml islanlls of the  
Pacific. 

I n  February or March T ~ ~ r n s t o u c  flocks of sonie sizc appear in this 
part  of Manulrau quite suddenly; :lncl fro111 theu ou till their departure 
tiay by day they follow the some ritnal. Wit,ll  then^ Golden Plover ar?  
usu:~lly to be found, the  two species fcedi~!g together aloug the line of 
t h e  tide, loosely strung out :LIIC~ r:esting togctlier a t  full-tide i n  :L fair ly 
compact flock. 'J'lieir first choice for a restiug-phce i s  a lam-strewn 
foreshore where thcy are  r e~ua rka l~ ly  invisible. If disturbed by human 
interference or pushed off I I ~  a high title, the flock ~novcs  400 yarils 
or so and settles on a I U U ~ - ~ U I I I - S : ~ I I ~ ~  flat thinly sprinkle11 wit11 shells. 
Here again protective colouration is nlost cfYective, ant1 on :L (lull day 
only a trained eye would spot them. Only a s  a. last  resort :tnd most 
un\~il l ingly,  i t  seems; for they :m quick to lc:~ve, do thcy make for  n 
spit  or sonie rocks \rliich in rtutun~n are  dominated usui~lly by gwnt  
uuutbers of Godwits, Knots and Stilts. TVhcn driven f r o n ~  thcir second 
resting-place, they generally head ,lmck to t.he first, ~ L I I ~  if conditions 
have again ,I,eco~ne suit:~ble, rescttlc there. 

I have nlcntionecl the behaviour of these composite flocks a t  full- 
tide in some detail bemuse i t  is a performance ~ r h i c h  is repeated year 
by year down to  the  ncarest yard. When they fly on to  thc second 
resting-place there is  usually a wide expanse of flat on which they may 
:~ligli t ;  and yet  the same sniall piece of i t  is chosen, 1 might almost say, 
without fail .  The autulun associ:~tion of Turnstones :tnd Golden Plover 
is  most markccl. I n  n'ranulrau, a t  least, the  two species seem almost 
~nseparable.  



GOLDEN PLOVER. 
The f ew spring records would seem to  show that  these arrive rather 

later than Turnstones. My earliest da te  i s  22nd October. The few 
available records are:- 

Manukau Gonl2/11/41 F i r th  of Thames 2 on 22/10/44 
,, 7 on 14/11/45 7 ,  ,l 3 on 31/10/43 
,, 9 on 14/12/30 

Stead (Trans. Royal Society NZ.) mentions t ha t  two Golden Plover 
flew on <board his ship when h c  wa.s crossing the  Tasnlan in  t he  third 
week of October, 1907. By themselves, Golden Plover arc  usually wild 
and  wary. Two seen a t  I ia iaua  on 31/10/43 on the  west coast of the  
Pi r th  of Thames were a n  exception. They were quiet and accessible, 
and evidently tired a f t e r  their long journey, for  they were seen twice 
in  the  same place with an  interval of five hours between visits. I t  was 
not t he  sort of place where one would expect to find them, a rather 
exposed promontory with a beach of large rounded stones. They 
never f a r  f rom tlie water 's  edge. Osn the  same day another Golden 
Plover was Pound on a freshwater pool. On this samc pool on 20/10/44 
two Golden Plover were forced down by a heavy rainstorm a s  they were 
passing d o u n  tlie coast. As soon a s  the  weather cleared they moved 
on southwards. These are  the  only t,wo 0ccasion.s when I have seen 
Golden Plover in New Zealand on fresh water, although i t  must bo 
conceded tha t  this pool lies immediately behind the beach. Indeed, a t  
t he  t ime of writ ing the tide had ,broken in and tlie pool is no\r ,l>raekisl~. 
On 14/11/45 a mixed flock contained 7 Golden Plover and 16 Turnstouns 

After the  new year, Golden Plover are  more in evidence, but never 
in my experience are  they a s  numerous a s  Turnstones. During the  last  
six years I have counted many mixed flocks, the biggest containing about 
100 birds, with the  T'urnstones outnumbering the  Golden Plover hy 
roughly 4 t o  1. C.A.F. once saw a mixed flock of about 150 birds with 
Turnstone predominating. The largest party of Golden Plover I have'  
seen contained about 28 birds; and the best  counts o \ e r  six years a r e  
22 on 17/3/40; 28 on 23/3/41; 22 on 12/3/42j 16 on 15/2/43 (none were 
seen this year in March and April) ;  22 on 18/3/44; 15 011 20/3/45. 

My earliest da te  for  Golden Plover i n  nuptial plumage is  2/3/44, 
mhen out of a flock of 19, one n a s  i n  almost full  breeding dress and two 
showed the  blackening of the  throat and underparts well advanced. 
Birds showing black are  always in a minority; but a s  their  spring 
approaches, i t  i s  possible to note an  increase in  the proportion of 
"black" birds, i.e., G out of 18 on 7/4/41, 5 out of 10 on 14/4/42, 6 
out of 12 on 3/4/45. On the whole, Golden Plover leave Manukau earlier 
than Turnstones. I have only one record a f t e r  mid-April, three birds, 
v-hich, to  judge by their  plumage, were immature non-breeders, on 
17/4/44. 

When Golden Plover are  most abundant in the portion of Manukau 
Harbour under observation, Banded Dotterels (Charadrius bieinetus) a r e  
also present in considerable numbers. As the  tide comes in, these 
reg&.rly fly inland to pastures where the  grass is  short, or to  arable, 
some half-mile from the  shore. The same fields are  frequented year a f t e r  



year. During s i s  autumns I: have never known Golden Plover to desert 
the  shore and go with them. I was, therefore, very interested when D: 
A. Urquhart, a member of the King's College Bird Club, told me tha t  
a t  Ka raka  on the south side of Manukau a n d  about eight miles a s  t he  
crow flies from Puketutu,  he had been seeing larger birds among the 
Banded Dotterels which are  in the habit  of visiting the closely-cropped 
paddocks. In  company with hi111 I visited the  locality on 10/2/46. 
When we arrived the tide was dead-low and the  Banded Dotterels were 
husily feeding on the soft  muddy flats of Pahurehure Creek, but within 
sight of the  homestead, and well up on open rolling country three- 
quarters bf a mile froln the shore was a par ty  of 12 Golden Plover, 
corqicuous  dark  blobs in a palc parched pasture. I t  was my first 
experience of l'luvialis domiuica in such a habitat. I had come to think 
of our ~ o l d e n '  Plovers, a t  least in Manukau, a s  almost exclusively b i d s  
of t he  tidal flats. But these birds in the  f a r a k a  pastures were on just 
t h e  type of country where, in Britain, the slightly larger Pluviahs  
apricaria would be found. I r y  informant had noted them several times 
lx tween January 18th and February 5th, 36 being thc greatest number 
seen. When we put up  the twelve ,birds, they made for  the  shore, where 
later we found a typical rnixed flock of 33 Turnstones and 25 Golden 
Plover, none of which showed signs of n~oul t iug  into nuptial plumage. 

1I.S.-Since the  above account was written (and sent for  publica- 
tion) the  statement tha t  in Manukau in autumn "the two species seem 
almost inseparable1' has been corroborated in a rather surprising way. 
D. A. Urquhart assured me t11:tt hc had sometimes seen with the Golden 
Plover in the  Karakn paddocks over half a n ~ i l c  from the shore, birds 
tha t  were smaller ancl rather black, and he believecl they were Turn- 
stones. On 3/3/46, a t  his iuvitation, I again visited the  locality. When 
we arrived, the  tide was full. A mixed flock of 15 ~ d l d e n  Plover, 40 plus 
'I'urnstoces and 2 Banded Dotterel's was quickly found near the home- 
stead. (The main body of Banded Dotterels was later found in  another 
paddock.) O'ne Golden Plover was in almost complete breeding dress, 
and .some were unevenly marked with black about the  lower breast. 
(cf. supra. 2/3/44.) But  what was perhaps most in,teresting was tha t  
several of the Turnstoncs were not content with merely resting there. 
They were seen to nlovc away from the main flock ant1 s tar t  feeding, 
flicking over the sheep-droppings just as  if they were foraging among 
the  tide-wrack on the  seashore. 

BLUE DUCK (Hymenolaimus mal:~corl~ynchus) in Bay of Plenty.-' 
1 saw three on _0:1/2/4(i in 'Ikkaputahi River (flows into Motn River), PO 
miles north of Toato'a, which is  20 miles east of Opotiki. The river here 
is  almost inacccssible and is a swift  stream cut in the rock in a con- 
tinuous gorge, a t  a n  elevation of ahout S00 feet. The ducks were 
comparatively tame. They swam about in an inquisitive way ani l ,  
preened themselves on the boulders. Their plumagc looked fresh ant1 
attractive.  A local settler said the Blue Duck population on a threc- 
mile length of the Takaputahi River in his neighbourhood was 20 to  30 
and in spite of new clutches each year the  number remained stable, for 
what reason he could not say.-Norman Potts.  



I3Rl!XDING HAR LTS O F  S T A R ~ I  INGS. 

By HORNBY SCI-IOOL, CANTERBURY. 

Breeding Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris) have been under ol~servation 
i;y the  pupils of ITor~~hy-  School, Canterbury. Obser\.ation was assisted 
hy n1e:ms of a periscope. During September and October the  birds \rere 
seen constantly visiting the  ncst site, ihough l i t t le quarrelling took place. 
011 October IS, 1044, a starl ing was si t t ing on four eggs. 

Nes t  morning, a t  S o'clock, the  box enclosiug the  nest was turned 
round oncc to bring the  nest into full  view of the periscope. The north- 
west corner now became the  south-west corner. The bird had been away 
k r  a morning stretch a t  th is  time. I 'ts return was watched fro111 n 
distance, out of sight. The bird landed oil the  step outside the  e n t r a ~ ~ c c  
hole, froin nh ich  i t  could cori~nlarlcl a vie\\ of the inside nest. As f a r  
:S a. ,bird can espres,s a feeling by outer actions i t  sho~ved .a kind 01 
frozen awe. Si t t ing  perfectly still where i t  had landed, i t  turiied i t s  
head smartly to looli in, then out-in, out-in, out-in, out, i n  perfect 
petrified astonishn~ent.  I t  sa t  there fo r  four minutes by the  watch 
uttering a single cry a t  intervals of "J i t !  Jit!", as  though the puzzle 
c:oulil not be solved. Then i t  flew to the  opposite building to  look a t  
the entrance from a distance. It then returned to  the step, ~ n t ~ e r e d ,  but 
turned round imnledi:ttely, as  i t s  yellow ,beak could bc seen just inside 
the entraucc. LII a short t ime i t  came half out with i t s  tai l  and body 
inside. Af ter  much hestitation i t  settled down on the nest, hut was 
iioubly sensiti\.c from then on, conling off a t  the  slightest sound of a. 
Lootfall on the  asphalt  outside. 80 the  bird sa t  under ' ' jumpy con- 
~i i t ions  as the  chiltlren n-ere eonstnntly p:lssing except in the  actual  
school hours. 

This nest was unsuccessful, a weak chick, which hatched on Novem- 
ber 1, dicd mltl n n s  found on the asphalt  thc nes t  day, while the  
l en~a in ing  eggs disnppeared ~ T T O  days later. Then comn~enced a contest 
niuong three pairs of starlings ns to 1~11ich should own the  nest. The 
cock bird of the first pair  w:~s kept  very busily cnlployed keepiug out 
a11 ne\\~corners. The opposing hen l ~ i r d s  seenled to give him niost trouble, 
as  they would t ry  persistently to take  possession of the  nest. 

Novem~l~cr 5.-Through the  periscope two cock birtls 1Tel.e seen to 
be fighting so fiercely t ha t  they werc easily caught in one 1l:~ndfuI. Even 
then they fought each other if allor~ecl. They were niarked. When 

,liberated, olie flew right away but  t he  othcr sett,lccl on the  school. 
After t ha t  :l11 coulpetition ceased and two hirds seemed to ta'ke U ~ J  

residence. One n.as .seen. to si t  deep in the nest :ri~d, vigorously kick out 
i ts  legs back\v:lrds ns a duck does when swimn;ing. This deepened thc 
nest and rounded i t .  Laying corulnenced a s  follows:-November 10, I 
egg; Nov. 11, 3 eggs; N6v. 12, 5 cggs; Nov. 13, G eggs. (One bird began 

.to si t  about this tiule, but  another was about outside.) 'NOV. 14, 7 eggs; 
Nov. 15, S eggs. B p  this time i t  wns quite obvious tha t  t ~ o  hen birds 
Tvere laying in the same nest while no cock :birds wcre seen singing on 
the roof outside.' Since the cttpturc and marking of the cock l.)irds,'they 
seemed to  have left  the  vicinity. Judging by their  activities on the  
days preceding t l l e i ~  capture their  duty must have been to  1rce.p guard 



over the  nest to prevent others than their own mates from entering. The 
two hens remaining must have taken dual possession, with no apparent 
r~uarrell ing between them, though one seemed to  h e  the ruler. As one 
was seen to  be  si t t ing almost contiriuously since November 13, the other 
must h a r e  slipped in during the  former's absence to go on laying af ter  
the first had finished. The si t t ing bird hail some difficulty in covering 
all the eggs and frequently she n-ould take  up a l ~ e t t e r  position, working 
herself dom-n :nnong them. She still rernainetl very sensitive, flying olr 
a t  the  slightest noise outside. 

On November 21 another egg was laid, making :L total ol' 9. On 
Nove~nher  25 two chicks hatched (13 days), and on November 26, two 
nlore. Feeding began tha t  day. She would fecd two a l ~ d  then nestle 
down on all for  five minutes, when she would be off for more food. On 
November 2'7 a t  least five c l~ i ck~s  were seeli. Feed i~ lg  now went on 
regularly wliilc t he  children from all classes watched the  process. 011 

November 28 the  children reported tha t  two birds were sharing in tho 
feeding. This was later verified. A's no nlarlied male birds had been 
seen since Novc~nber  5 ,  the  two must be hens, which together laid the 
final count of nine eggs. Whether the  m a r n ~ t h  of the chicks would be 
sufficient to hatch the  reniaining eggs (laid over a period of nine days) 
hat1 ye t  to be seen. That  both birtls were females seerned certitin owing 
to their cries, at t i tude and lack of any song. They both seerned to  bring 
food about the sanle time, one waiting for  the  other to  come out, not, 
as would be expected, a t  al ternate intervals. On Noveniher 29, two 
Form 11. children watched the  feeding process for  45 minutes tl1roug11 
the  periscope. I n  t ha t  period the young were fed 16 times, an average 
of one feeding every three minutes. On Nove11111er 30 tlie unh:~tched 
eggs had disappeared. 

On Dcceml~er 5 a t  7 am., a great  npsct xms noticed among t ~ ~ e  birds 
in the vicinity of tlie nest. The rnorning was grey and overcast. 
Investigation showed a l i t t le Owl. (Athene noctun) perched a few yards 
fro111 the  entrance of the nest. I t  allowed itself to be closely approached 
before flying away, closely  nobb bed by all the starlings in the vicinity. 
After tha t  the parent birds refused to enter the nest, though they were 
carrying food. They cdnstnntjy exme near, peered in a t  the  entrance, 
h u t  flew away again, calling out loudly in distress or in warning. An 
iuvestigation of the nest disclosed tha t  there were only three young ones 
remaining. These seemed scared, not calling aloud for  food a t  the 
slightest noise a s  n-as usual. The parents refused to enter again for  
sonic time. At  this stage i t  xi 's  only a nlxtter of conjecture whether tlie 
6\71 had rol~bcd the  nest or not, but circumstantial evidence secnied 
against i t .  

At  4 p.ni. on the  same day the owl was again si t t ing on the  fence 
close to  the  nest. Again all the surrourlding birds r e r e  in an  uproar. 
After ,being chased away, the owl returned repeatedly till dusk, when 
x i n  was fall ing heavily. Each time the parent starlings nmle  a great  
din, si t t ing often a foot or two on either side of the owl When i t  flew 
away, they were scared to  enter the nest. They IT-ould peer in a t  all 
angles before again commencing feeding. Tha t  night a t r ap  was set, At 
5 o'clock nes t  niorning the  owl's presence was indicated by much 



commotion, as  before. The owl had viiitetl the nest but the t r ap  had 
failed. Near the  entrance blood was seen, vzhile one more f a t  nestling 
was gone. On the  nes t  night, when the  t rap  was again set, t h e  owl 
again entered. The two reniaining chicks were pulled to the  outer edge 
of the nest, being Id led ,  one with two claw holes in the upper par t  of 
the  head, while the other o n e 3  head had been crushed as  though by 
the  owl's beak. The t rap  again failed. Af ter  this, the  starlings left  the 
surroundings. No birds had approached the nest site this summer (up 
to  the  end of January,  1945). 

REACTTON O F  8hlALL BIRDS TO T.,ITTLE O1WL.-Small birds, 
especially ,blacbbirds (Turdus n~eruln)  a r c  excessively annoyed by the  
presence of t he  L'ittlc O,wl (b t l iene .noctua) .  The  blackbird,^ approach 
to within a few fee t  or hop round 011 the grountl, uttering piercing cries. 
On several occasions a blackl~ird has l xen  seen to snToop a t  an  owl, 
dislodging i t  from i t s  perch. No J-oilng birds have been seen in  the  
1944 season where usually there a r e  plenty. T'lie o~v l s  have a nest high 
~ ! p  in a.shingle pit  across the road. They have been seen flying along 
the trees f rom pole to pole, listening for the sclucaking of young birds in 
their nests. Two nests of hcdge sparrovs  (Prunclla modularis) in a 
macrocarpa hedge close to  a house were robhcd in one afternoon. The 
adult  hedge-sparrows were hcard uttcring plaintive notes.-Hornby 
School, Canterbury. 

Photo :  A. S. TVilkinson. 

WHITE-PRONTED TERN (Sterna str iata) settling on nest, 
Kapi t i  Island. 



MAGPTES IN NEW ZEALAND. 

By L. W. NcCASI i I l~ IA ,  Lincoln College, Christchurch. 

Further notes on the  Magpie (Gymnorhina hypoleuca and G. tihicen) 
in New Zealand are  (vide N Z .  Bird Notes, Vol. l, p. 86-104):- 

WHITE-BACKED MAGPIE. 

D i s t r i b u t i o n . - H a m  Basin: Common. Tarndale Homestead, Marl- 
borough: Fairly rcgular summer visitors. Hundalee: Apparently well 
established. 

Attacks on Sheep.--At Beckenham Bills, North Canterbury, the 
following incidents have been reported: "A farmer who had attendell 
to a cast shecp, went next day to see how i t  was. He found a flock of 
nearly ;O magpies pulling : ~ t  i t s  wool, wliich was scatteretl about. The 
sheep had l ~ e e n  pecked round the eye but was not dea(l. TWO (lays Inter 
:I sick s11ec.p near a plantation was attacked and the  wool ln~lled out by 
magpies. ' ' 

Magpies and Bumble Bees.-At Annat, Ca 'n terd~ur~,  a pet magpie 
regularly catches and kills bumble bees in t,he garden. A farmer in the 
same district has seen magpies kill bumble bees on a t  least six occasions. 
T'wice he has watched magpies .standing beside :L bun~ble-bee nest and 
tnkc the  young bees as  they came out into the sun to dry their wings. 
At Amberley, North Canterbury, a farmer has  frequently seen magpies 
kill humble-,bees. Other farmers have expressed the opinion tha t  magpies 
nlay be a factor in reducing yieltls of red clover by tlestroying old queens 
in the  spring and thus p rwen t ing  the natural  increa,se. 

Magpies aud Iceas.-From the upper leaches of the Waiau, North 
Canterbnry, and from the  Lake  Coleridge district, come reports tha t  
Rcae tlo not approach areas where Magpies m e  established. 

BLACTC-BACKED AIAQPII3. 

D1stributlon.-The u r l t e r  saw a single cock bird a t  Monoti, near 
Cheviot, in October, 1945, and another near Culvelden, in December, 
1945.' A reliable observer reported four birds up the ITaiau River, 
hetween Afontrose and 1,ochicl in 1945. 

SHINING CUCKOOS 1N GARDEN.-For two weeks prior t o  and 
up to 20/2//40 Shining Cuckoos (Chalcites lucidus) aIjpeared in a garden 
in Opotiki. On several occasions five were feeding together on cater- 
pillars in a kowhai tree. They were compnr:ttively tanre.-Norman Potts.  

NEW BREEIDING BIRD FOlR THREE RINGS GROUP.-One of the 
most interesting ornithological discoveries of recent years was tha t  by 
an Auckland War  Memorial Museum p a ~ t p  which visited the Three Kings 
group, where the Black-winged Petrel  (Pterodlrorna nigripennis) hitherto 
~eco rded  in the New Zealand area from the Kermadecs, n7as found to 
he hrecdlng ol; t he  Great King. An illustration of this bird and of 
other species, and views taken by Mr. G. A. Buddle, a member of our 
Society, appeared in the "Weekly News" on April 24, 1946. 



A NEW RED-BILLED GITIJIJ COLONY. 

By J. M. CUNNINGHART. 

A visit n a s  made to the Red-billed Gull (Larus novae-hollandiae) 
colony a t  Te  Awaitc, on the Eas t  Coast, on the  22nd and 23rd December, 
1045, by the writer and R,. A. Daniell. I t  was found tha t  there were 
two colonies, both on rocky islands a few yards offshore, on a n  other- 
n i s e  unbroken coastline. The more southerly is inaccessible except for  
:L few minutes a t  dead low tide, on the calrnest days, and is  of consider- 
able size; an  estimate of c. 400 birds probably bemg too low. Nests 
were seen to be on ledges on the  steep slopes, and the  gulls appeared to  
have the  place t o  themselves except fo r  10 White-fronted Tern (Sterna 
strittta) which were resting on rocky outcroppings. 

The other colony is  much smaller and more accessible, being 
connected with the mainland a t  low tide. I t  is  flatter, lower, and has 
grassy patches together y i t h  areas of ice-plant (unidentified), used for  
nest building. On the  evening of the 22nd there v-as only one chick, still 
wet, bu t  six more hatched during the  following morning, and nine more 

. eggs were then chipping. T'here were 20 nests containing a single egg 
or chick; 27 with two, and  three  with three eggs or chicks. I n  addition 
there was a nest containin,g three eggs, one of which hatched, hu t  some 
of these may have rolled in from above, as  there were five others half 
in the  nest, obviously accidental-A total  of 51 ne,sts. There were also 
'7.2 incomplete nests, and a certain amount of casual building appeared 
to  be going on, though there were not sufficient birds present to  account 
fo r  more than a dozen empty nests. Either these birds were away 
fceding, or t he  nests were never intended for use, a point which requires 
investigation. 

One or t ~ o  notes seem worth recording. One bird walked to  a nest 
containing a n  egg which i t  deli~berately, though clumsily, prodded with 
the t i p  of i t s  bill, obviously t ry ing to pierce i t .  This failed, however, 
and the hird then toyed with the nesting material, eventually walking 
away. I t  was noticed tha t  when a bird, not si t t ing on a nest, began to 
play with nesting material, others, sinlilarlg unoccupied, followed suit, 
and on these occasions si t t ing birds protestrd vigorously on their  
approach, evidently anticipating robbery with violence. When these 
unoccupied birds were not playing with rnaterinl, they were allorx-ed to 
wander nnn~olested amongst si t t ing bi;ds. A chick, undcr 24 hours old, 
was seen to  be f ed  on about three teaspoonsful of a dark,  slimy, greenish 
food. The chick gulped it down readily while i t  was issuing from the 
parent 's  bill, but  made no a t tempt  to pick i t  up from thc  edge of the  
nest. The surplus was eaten by the parent. Birds were seen to  change 
places on the  nest. 

Several barrows were fomtd, containing bne or two dead gulls, which 
had 'been eaten on the  back of the nekk, and an  egg was found in one. 
The burrows mere about 20 fee t  from the  nearest ncsts, and contained a 
l i t t le grass a t  the ends, bu t  apparently had no occupants a t  t ha t  time. 



REVIEW 
"HOW TO STUDY BIRDS."-Stuart Smith, B.Sc., Ph.D. 

(Collins, 1945, 10/3 all :booksellers.) 

This book should be or1 the shelves of e\.ery bird watcher in New 
Zealand, whether serious study is  carried out or not. The first par t  dcals 
with a year in the l ife of a typical European migrant. Chapters inclu,le -. 
c!lscussions on the  dates, pa th  ("broad f ro~ i t s "  arid "fixed routes"), 
extent, and reasons for this yearly migration, and the significance of 
territory to  a bird. The chief merit of this rexdable book is tha t  it, 
includes summaries of all the niost rcccnt discoveries in the  hird world, 
and brings the  reader up to date. Such subjects a s  '%rood-spots" are  
fully discussed, ant1 an interesting point is  " . . . the nlcre pre'sence 
of a male bird on the nest should not necessarily be taken to mean tha t  
the bird i s  incubating the  eggs in the sense tha t  i t  is  c o n t r i l ~ u t i ~ ~ g  to  the  
development of the cm,bryo. T'hus in certain cases, such a s  the  blaclr- 
bird, where t he  hen bird normally docs all the incubation, i t  has beeu 
found tha t  i n  isolated cases where the  cock bird has been found coveriug 
the eggs, these were quite, cold " when the  bird w t s  flushed fro111 the nest,. 
(" Heavy type mine.-J.M.C.) No brood spots a rc  developed by the ~ u a l c  
blackbird, and the suggestion is tha t  such birds arc iricapablc of truly 
incul~at ing  eggs . . . records of' the  nmle ou the uest should not be  
treated as  necessarily iudicative of incubation." 

Winter flocking is  discussed, and the  suggestion is  ~uacle tha t  n ~ o w  
work might ,be done on the  roosting hahits of the "social" birds, such . 
as starlings, rooks, sparrows. D e w r ' s  20-10 seconds diving rule for duck 
is esplained and inheritance and imitation iu young birds receive n well- 
merited chapter to themselves. 

'I'lie rest of t he  book deals n i t h  special problcnis in more detnil, i ~ n d  
contains interesting charts and diagrams on such subjects as  ringed bird 
recoveries of partial  migrants (thrushes, hlackhirds, etc. offer scope in 
Kew Zealand for  similar studies). The eye is of all in~portance to  a bird, 
and for  t ha t  reason is treated in great  detail, with ex-planations :md 
diagrams of t he  functional parts. The reasori for a bird's great  keenness 
of sight becomes simple when the chapter is  read, as do i ts  c'olour 
reactions. (Many readers will he surprised to learn t h a t  some birds cau 
bee all round then1 a t  orice.) A fur ther  chapter is i r ~ c l u ~ l c ~ l  on the  
design of a bird's wing, and the book includes a great  uiaily suggcstionb 
for  bird watchers. 

Not the  least important sectiou is  the  l ist  of references, which is  
reniarkable $or i t s  range, and the adn~irable  photographs by the author, 
Erie Hosking, E'.R,.P.S. aud A. G. Brittxn a re  not u8sed simply as "'pretty 
pictures" but each has the specific use of illustrating a p ~ r t i c n l a r  point 
in the  test.-J.M.C. 

The "South Aus t~a l i an  Ornithologist" for March, 1946, Vol. S V l l l . .  
No. l, includes a paper by 1". F. Boehn~  on "Dis t~act ion  Dihplay bp 
Breeding Birds in South Australia." 



ABOUT OUR MEMBERS. 

Dr. K. A. Woilzicki and nlr. J. M. Cunningham recently spent a 
weekend a t  Porangahau, t o  complete a visit to  this area in evely season 
of the year. They have in hand a paper dealing with the  b i d  life of 
the  district. 

A n ~ o n g  thosc attending the  society's annual mceting in Wellington 
was Mr. H. L. Secker, who has returned from service overseas, where 
he had interesting experiences with the  ,birds of I t a ly  and Egypt. 

Members will regret to  hear of the  recent illness of Alr. L. 1.:. 
Riehdale and  will join i n  wishing him a speedy and complete recovery. 

A pleasing fea ture  of the annual meeting was the presence of several 
tuembers from a distance, these including Dr. R. A. Falla (Christchurch), 
Messrs. R. B. Slbson (Auckland), J. M. Cunningham and F. 0. Welch 
(Masterton) and H. T. Wenham (Levin).  Therc was a good represent- 
at ion of Wellington menibcrs. 

Several members did wartime duties on the  meteorological station:, 
established in t he  Suclrland and Campbell Islands. Thcse included Dr. 
R. A. Falla (Christchurch), Xcssrs. C. A. Fleniing (Wellington), E. G. 
Turbot (Auckla~id) and J. H. Sorenson (lnvercargill). Some notable 
ornithological information was obtained. 

Members will congratulate Mr. Pcter Bull, of Auckland, on his 
marriage, which took placc following on hib return a f t e r  serving in the  
Navy during the  war. 

Rlenlhcrs of the  Society a r e  appreciative of the  sterliug service given 
hy  Dr. R. A. Falla as president, and by Professor B. J. Marples, n.s 
secretary, and also a s  co-cditors of "Bird Notc&') from the inception 
of the Society, in 1939, until 1946. Practically the  whole burden of 
running the society in t ha t  period fell on their shonlclers. 

Members having notes for the  classified list a rc  requested to send 
them to their district organiser before July  31. 

Copies of the  "En~u,"  and of other bird litelatnre, car1 bc obtaincd 
on loan florn the hon. secretary, Mr. J. AI. Cunningham, 39 Renal1 Street ,  
Masterton. 3Ienibers :hould send stamps to covcr the  cost of postage. 

Xenibers arc  invited to  scud contributions to "Bird Notes," 
addressed to the  Editor, 114 Cole Street ,  Nastcrton.  

Readers a r e  invited to offer suggestions for  the improvement of 
"Bird Notes." 

OCCURRENCE O F  MYNA (Acrodotheres tr ist is)  AT FOXTON.-On 
30/1/45 I saw t ~ o  Mynas in the  grounds of the  maternity hospital a t  
F m t o n .  T'hcre has been a pair  of these birds in tha t  locality (Lady 's  
Mile) for  the  past  three years. They a re  t he  only birds of this specie< l 
have ever seen throughout the district southward from there to  Pae-  
kakariki.-A. A. Savell, Levin. 



KNGT (Tringa canutus) 1NL:iND.-It is  seldom that  the  Knot  is 
reported in  a n  inland l o c ~ l i t y  in Ken? Ze:~larrtl. On Febrnarg 4, 1045, one 
was seen feeding wit11 st i l ts  i n  shallorv wilter, about two inches deep, 011 

the north-eastern shores of L:tlrc IVairarapn, a t  :L p i n t  about 20 mile:? 
from the  sea. The bird was  watched froin a ilistarrce of not more than 
20 fee t  and even a t  t ha t  distance i t  continued feeding, keeping i t s  hcrtd 
down, wi th  i t s  bil l . in the water for minutes : ~ t  a time. The bill was 
held more or less vertical while feeding. I ts  hill, slightly longer than 
the  head, was  ,straight and black; the  legs, rather .short, were dark  brown; 
t he  back, slate grey, browner on the 1owt:r portion :111tI ~no t t l cd ;  there 
was a brownish, almost black, edge to the folclctl prinl:rries; the chest, 
head and neck were flecked slaty; the unduqmrts white; the flanks barred 
brownish slate and white;  there was a sligllt, whitish eycl~row; a darker 
line through the eye, arid the tai l  was I x ~ ~ r e d .  When i t  flew, a white 
rump became conspicuous. The sharp call on the grountl resenlbles 
"ee-yick," the second syllahle'highcr pitched than thc first; in flight i t  
uttered ('gwit." I n  size i t  \\.:IS slightly larger than the  banded dotterel. 
-J. M. Cunningham, Masterton. 

STARLING A,S A PI.:'I'.-At Opu:~, Nrs.  &S. A. 13. Deeming trrites, 
three starling (Sturnus vulgaris) c21iclis hatchcc1 on Decenlber (i, 1!)44. 
Twelve days later the young were deserted. T ~ r o  were tlc:td when found 
and the  third was hronght home and ,har~d fed on g ~ ~ s s  grubs, huhn 
grubs and wetas. l'he bird ,l~cc:~nre :I groat pet :lnd learnt to ta lk  wher~ 
i t  was about 43 months old. I t .  was :dso a good singer ant1 ~ninlicked the 
notes of other birds. A greenfinell (Chloris chloris) caught as :tn aclult, 
lived in captivity for 12 years. 

I'lloto: A. S. \Vllkinhon. 

GRI?Y DUCK ( d n a s  superciliosa) incubating, Kapi t i  l$lal~cl. 



BIRD LIFE IN  KAIhTXXAlVA RS?r'GIZS.--I go deerstalking in the 
Kaimanawa Ranges, kouth of Lake Taupo, arid during a recent visit- there 
1 saw the following l~ i rds :  Kiwi (tn-o nests with eggs), rifleman, robin, 
pied fantail ,  bush h a w k  (all plentiful);  pigeon (quite a number), Iraka 
(few),  morepork, silver-eye and  among introclucetl birds, the magpie (one 
seen a t  a n  alt i tude of 4,000ft.); Californian quail, pheasant, and black- 
bird ( the  lat ter  bird very plentiful). Kiwi tracks were seen a t  4,00Oft., 
but no nests were higher than 2000ft. The hirtls were heard calling a t  
night. Traces of ra ts  were seen a t  3 ,00f t . ,  and several stoats were sec11 
in the  hush.-Nagnus Johnson, Anckla~~cl.  

Two white swans (Cyguus olor) were killed recently by a Waliing- 
ford farmer, who was fined £2 10s. on J u n e  19, in the  Waipuknraii 
Magistrate 's  Court. H e  said the snarls had beconlc a nuisance to ducks 
and cygnets on his dam. 

An iilterestiiig discovery, three inlprints of a Inoa's foot or claw, 
was made recently near the  mouth of the  Waiwakaiho Stream, llitzroy, 
New Plymouth, by  Mr. Joseph Jorns. Af ter  a flood and a spring tide, 

.%vhic.h washed off sand and tim~ber from a shelf of brown swarnp sludge 
and sand formation, three good footprints were laid barc, all the  same 
rize, twelve inches by 84 inches, in a line, about six fee t  apart .  The 
ground was too soft to  allow the footprints to  be cut out, so Mr. Iorris 
mised some fine concrete and filled in the  imprints. The nes t  t ide  
covercd them again, and more recently one of the footprints was exposed 
once more and was eut  out by Mr. Iorns. H e  presented i t  to  t he  museum 
a t  New Plymouth. The concrete saved the  i ~ n p r i n t  from scouring out, 
and i t  is the  intention of the nluseunl people to l i f t  i t  out to show 
the original in~pression. 

A full grown kiwi (presumably rlptcryx mantelli) was discox wed by 
a Rlatamata farmer  on June  10, in a hayetack on his property, which is  
three miles from the  Iiaimai Ranges. Residents of the  locality s ta te  t ha t  
the  kiwi is increasing in numbers in t h a t  area. 

The silver-eye was vely plentiful or: Great Barrier Island in  th:: 
suinnier of 1944-45, reports 41r. Magnus Jghnqon, of Auckland. 

The Society i s  indebted to  Mr. A. S. Wilkinson for the  loan of th? 
blocks used in this issue. 

Datc of pu l~ l i~a l . i o~~- l s t  July, 1946. 

The Itfasterton Printing Co., Ltd., Lincoln Road, Masterton. 


