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Silvereye ǀ Tauhou ǀ  Zosterops lateralis

• Native to New Zealand

• Among the most widespread and 
numerous species in New Zealand

• ~129,300 banded in New Zealand

• ~1,295 moult records (~1%)
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• 2 or 3 broods August-February

• Fledging period 10-11 days
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Grey Warbler I Riroriro I Gerygone igata

Fledging period 17 days

Neil Fitzgerald/NZBirdsOnline

Dick Porter/NZBirdsOnline Glenda Rees/NZBirdsOnline
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In Australia extent of post-juvenile moult 
apparently  more variable

Hardy 2019. www.absa.au
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Melville 1988. Hong Kong Bird Report 1987: 85-92

All old = 0

All new = 5 x 9 = 45
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Juvenile 
8 February

Moult score  29

Paul Fisher

Ginn & Melville 1983. Moult in birds
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https://www.featherbase.info/en/species/zosterops/japonicus  © featherbase.info - feather research and education

Scott et al. 2023. Notornis 70: 97-110

Nine functional primaries

PFMG = Proportion Feather 
Mass Grown



Moult Workshop 2025 

Modified scatter diagram of the progression of juvenile 
primary moult in Silvereyes using PFMG as the moult 
index

Modified scatter diagram of the progression of 
primary moult for adult Silvereyes using PFMG as
the moult index
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Silvereyes had an estimated primary moult duration of 74 days, 
with a mean population start date of 3 February and a mean 
completion date of 19 April.

Juvenile primary moult is estimated to start approximately two 
weeks after the start of post-breeding moult in adults.

Post-breeding primary moult in adult silvereyes starts soon after 
the breeding season and ends shortly before some of the more 
southern birds embark on their seasonal northward migratory 
movements.
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Hatch day 1 November

End moult 19 April
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Silvereye after partial moult - age code “1” with retained old outer primaries

Paul FisherDavid Melville

Late brood juveniles that ran out of time?
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Scott et al. (2023):
We therefore recommend that the bird banding scheme in New Zealand encourages the routine and 
ongoing collection of moult data at a latitudinal spread of locations for four reasons:

(1) It will help to fill a gap in knowledge because there are few quantitative moult studies in New Zealand; 

(2) the geographical configuration of New Zealand provides opportunities for studies along a latitudinal 
range; 

(3) the southern geographical location of New Zealand provides important opportunities to understand the 
timing of moult in relation to climate change; 

(4) the geographical location combined with a well-developed network of bird banders enables a unique 
contribution to be made to the global understanding of the biogeographical patterns of moult, breeding, 
and migration

Recomendations
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Thank 
you!
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