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QQ\\\?. Banding and moult
An understanding of moult is essential for
the correct ageing of most birds, since all
plumage characters, such as colours and
shapes of feathers, used for ageing and
sexing birds are affected by moult, being
different in successive plumages for many
species. It is, therefore, of crucial

of each species if detailed age data are to
be collected.
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New Zealand National Bird Banding Scheme

Bird Bander’s Manual

Compiled by David S. Melville
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Spp, Age, Sex

For banding to have value, it is
important that the bird is:

e |dentified correctly
e Aged as precisely and accurately as

e Sexed if possible

submitted to the Banding

Bird in the hand

Identification

Bird morphology

Ageing birds
Moult
Sexing birds

Morphometrics

A guide to ageing and sexing
New Zealand passerines
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Moult Recording Scheme - Birds New Zealand

All moult records should be
submitted to the Birds NZ
- Moult Recording Scheme

e[ ] N.Z. MOULT CARD

PLEASE COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS OF CARD
soucies ]
District :|
tocany [N
Date Observer

Day Month Yoar AD=Adult
Band/ museum number Sex :I A99|:| D—
FWa=1st winter
NDITION OF BIRD: (tick) Wild ti Livi
col ODFl (tick) |[:ICapva|:| ngD;:_m:...
Museun specknen [ ] Aeomtlydesd [ ] Longdead | ] oM
MOULT SUMMARY: (tick) Inmoult | |  Notin moult

- 0= 0l feather remaining
WING: 1 = missing or new foather compietely in pin

R Scoreeach ;. p emerging 1 e
Left or right 7 Feather 0-5 ;.:.“mmm,::nwloaw
4 = from 2/3 1o fully grown, but sheath still present
5 = fully grown with no sheath remaining
Tertials Secondaries Primaries Outer wing —»=
2 34 5 6 7 8 9 10

Inner Tertials (continue in Comments section if > 29 secondaries):
2928 27 26 2524 23 22 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10

TAIL: Left half of tail 2 0=5 Right half of tail
6 4 3 4 [

COVERTS AND REST OF PLUMAGE: Score each region

Bastard wing E Uuderwing coverts Head :I
Primary coverts Uppertail coverts Undertail coverts :l
Greater coverts Upperparts :l Underparts :l

: OumAllokd  3=Middie 5= All new
Lesser and median coverts I:l 2+ Begi
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https://www.birdsnz.org.nz/schemes/moult-recording-scheme/

app.birdbanding.doc.govt.nz

FALCON can be used for some moult info
for marked birds only:

1-10 Primary wing moult scores
Moult notes ~
Feather wear -
Brood patch -
Other info: if consistently recorded"‘;,; —
(agreed with Moult Convenor), then

AN N N NN

can use additional fields to record more
moult info in a standardised format.



H Department of Bird .
e . Dashboard | Data Uploads J| View Data  Stock
" Te Papa Alawbo Bﬂndlng
& Add Recard * upload spreadsheet Data BOX

MOULT SCORE 1 MOULT SCORE 2 MOULT SCORE 3 MOULT SCORE 4 MOULT SCORE 5
Choose a new  Add a detail...

5 5 5 5 5

WEAR PRIMARIES BROOD PATCH
MOULT SCORE 6 MOULT SCORE 7 MOULT SCORE 8 MOULT SCORE 9 MOULT SCORE 10

5 3 2 1

PLUMAGE OTHER DETAIL
MOULT DESCRIPTION

secondary 5,5,5,5,5,5, tertiaries T7-T9 new feathers, tail growing all feathers

P1(P2| P3lPal P5lP6lP7iPBlPolPOl  Moultnotes

O 0O 0 O O O O O O Notinmoult, worn primaries
5 Not in moult, fresh primaries
complete primary moult
Central tail 104mm, other tail feathers recent growth
secondaries 554005 (left wing); tail new feathers
Post breeding moult
5 almost completed full juvenile moult; belly and head feathers still growing in
secondaries 510000, tertiaries 555
secondary 5,5,5,5,5,5, tertiaries T7-T9 new feathers, tail growing all feathers

o o1 O L1 L1 L1 L1 U1 O
o o1 U1 L1 U1 1 U1 N
o o1 o1 L1 L1 B~ U1 DN
o 01 U1 L1 U1 W U1 N
o 01 U1 L1 U1 N U1 N
o b~ 01 1 L1 ©O U1 N
w O U1 L1 W O U1 Un
N O U1 W N O U1 N


https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/our-work/bird-banding/nznbbs-data-spreadsheet.xlsx
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/our-work/bird-banding/nznbbs-data-spreadsheet.xlsx
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Q, search events @ My exports (15)

Latest export Progress Status Size

27 Jan 2025 @ 20:35:42 /) Avallable For Download 1745.567KB -
Download

detail characteristic measurements m

moult notes:Not in moult, worn primaries, brood patch:Yes 0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0
moult notes:Not in moult, fresh primaries, brood patch:No 5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5
moult notes:complete primary moult 5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,
moult notes:Central tail 104mm, other tail feathers recent growth 5,5,4,3,2,0,0,0,0,0
body condition:fresh plumage in moult 5,5,5,5,5,5,3,2,1,
moult notes:Post breeding moult 5,5,5,5,5,5,5,3,2,1
moult notes:almost completed full juvenile moult; belly and head feathers still growingin  0,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5,5
moult notes:secondaries 510000, tertiaries 555 5,5,5,5,5,4,0,0,0,x
moult notes:secondary 5,5,5,5,5,5, tertiaries T7-T9 new feathers, tail growing all feathers
body condition:fresh body plumage in moult

‘ Count/Export ‘

5,5,5,5,5,5,3,2,1,
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https://app.birdbanding.doc.govt.nz/
https://app.birdbanding.doc.govt.nz/
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