
SEABIRDS FOUND DEAD I N  NEW ZEALAND 
I N  1970,1971 AND 1972 

By C. R. VEITCH 

ABSTRACT . 

During 1970, 2152 kilometres of coast were patrolled by 
82 persons. 4613 dead seabirds, including high numbers of 
Lesser Broad-billed Prions (Pachyptila salvini), were found. 
During 1971, 2470 kilometres of beach were patrolled by 148 
persons. 6244 dead seabirds, including high numbers of Fairy 
Prions (P. t~irtur),  were found. During 1972, 2748 kilometres 
of beach were patrolled by 117 persons. 4046 dead seabirds 
were found but there were no major wrecks. During the three 
years there were new beach patrol records of Soft-plumaged 
Petrel (Pterodroma mollis), Fulmar Prion (Pachyptila crassi- 
rostris) , Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster), Lesser Frigate Bird 
(Fregata ariel) and Antarctic Skua (Stercorarius skua mac- 
cormicki) . The single specimen of Manx Shearwater (Puffinus 
puffinus) is a new record for New Zealand. 

INTRODUCTION 
This paper records the results of the Ornithological Society of 

New Zealand's Beach Patrol Scheme for 1970, 1971 and 1972. The 
coastline of New Zealand is divided into 15 sections (Imber & Boeson 
1969) with an additional grouping of " 0 1  " for Outlying Islands, 
which includes patrols from the Chatham Islands during 1970. 

Nomenclature follows the Annotated Checklist (OSNZ 1970), 
except that, to save space in the tables, some trinomials have not been 
used. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The annual totals are summarised in Table 1 and totals of 

distances patrolled and birds found monthly on each coast are given 
in Tables 2, 6 and 10. 

TABLE 1 - Summary of Annual Totals 

Number of patrollers 
Number of beach patrols 
Number of specimen record cards 
Total kilometres travelled 
Total kilometres covered 
Total seabirds found 
Birds per kilometre covered 



Kilometres travelled are the total lengths of coast patrolled; 
kilometres covered are the lengths of coast covered monthly. Hence, 
if a kilometre of beach is patrolled 3 times in one month, 3 kilometres 
will have been travelled but only one kilometre covered per month. 

Details of the more common seabirds found dead are given in 
Tables 3, 4, 7, 8, 11& 12 and of the less sommon species in Tables 
5, 9 & 14. 

WRECKS 
1970 

The high number of birds recorded for Auckland West beaches 
in January was due to a continuation of the early summer wreck of 
Sooty Shearwaters (Pufinus griseus) and high numbers of Blue Penguins 
(Eudyptula minor). A rise in numbers of Blue Penguins found at this 
time of year is now considered normal. 

On Auckland West beaches in late June, July and August and 
on Wellington West beaches in July, high numbers of Lesser Broad- 
billed Prions (Pachyptila salvini) were found. There is no reasonable 
explanation for this wreck which, at the time, was the highest ever 
recorded for this species. The average for all coasts in 1970 was 0.65 
birds per kilometre covered. Higher numbers (1.8/km covered) were 
found during 1974 (Veitch 1976). 

During October, following a long period of south-west winds, 
high numbers of Fairy Prions (Pachyptila turtur) were found on 
Auckland West and Wellington West beaches. Fewer birds than usual 
of this species were found earlier in the year, and so the total for the 
year was average. 

In December there was the expected wreck of Sooty Shearwaters 
on Auckland West beaches. 

1971 
Data for January were significantly affected by a great increase 

in beach patrol activity on Auckland East beaches. Many new areas 
were covered and old remains of birds were found. 

Also in January there were higher numbers than usual of Flutter- 
ing Shearwaters (Pufinus gavia) , Buller's Shearwaters (P. bulleri) , and 
Gannets (Sula bassana) found on Auckland West beaches. There is 
no obvious reason for this. 

There also appears to be no single reason for the high numbers 
of Spotted Shags (Stictocctrbo punctatus) found on Canterbury North 
beaches in July. 

From September to November high numbers of Fairy Prions 
were found on Auckland West and Wellington West beaches and 
continued to be found on Auckland West beaches in December. During 
the early part of this period there were strong north-east winds, but 
after that fine weather prevailed west of New Zealand. 



TABLE 2 - Numbers 

COAST CODE 

AUCKLAND WEST A \$ 

T A R A N A K I  TA  

WELLII4GTOFI WEST WW 

WESTLAND WD 

AUCKLAIW E A S T  AE 

B A Y  OF PLEXTY B P  

E A S T  COAST . lORTH I S  EC 

U A I R A R A P A  L A  

CANTERJURY NORTH CiP 

CAIPTERBURY SOUTH CS 

OTAGO 0 T 

\4ELLI l lGTOiP SOUTH WS 

I IORTH COAST SOUTH I S  NS 

OUTLYl iPG I S L A N D S  0 1  

T O T A L  K M  T R A V E L L E D  

T O T A L  K M  COVERED 
T O T A L  B I R D S  RECORDED 

B I R D S I X M  COVERED/I IOI ITH 

of dead seabirds 

Kt4 
B I R D S  
KM 
B I R D S  
KM 
B I R D S  
K M 
B I R D S  
IKM 
3 1  RDS 
K 1.l 
B I R D S  
KM 
B I R D S  
I< M 
3 I R D S  
K M  
B I R D S  
KM 
B I R D S  
KM 
m a n s  
K I1 
B I R D S  
KM 
B I R D S  
K M  
B 1 RDS 

J A N  

5 0  
142 - 

- 
2 1  
16 - 
- 
- 
- 
6 
14 - 
- 

- 
2 

11 
27 
32 

2 
4 
6 

1 4  - 
- 

32 
2 2  

179 

146 
255 

1.75 

recorded and kilometres patrolled on each coast in 1970. 

No D a t r o l s  were r e u o r t e d  f r o m  S o u t h l a n d  o r  F l o r d l a n d .  

MONTH 
J U L  

6 8 
597 

23 
1 8  

140 
8 5 1  

5 
0 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
2 
1 
I3 
0 
8  
2  

7 6 
79 - 
- 
- 
- 

393 

330 
1548 

4.69 

AUG 

6 8 
357 

6 
4 

50 
5 8  
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
5 
2 

14 
5 
3 
0 
5 
1 - 
- 

- 

198 

15 1 
427 

2.83 

SEP 

5 5 
42 
29 
11 
6 1  
7 2 - 

4 3 
5 8 - 
- 
- 
- 
3 
2 - 
- 

14 
7 

14 
5 
- 
- 

11 
3 1 
- 
- 

290 

230 
228 

0.99 

OCT 

150 
369 
11 

8 
63 

2 4 1  - 
- 
- 
- 
2 
0 
- 
- 

29 
3 - 
- 
6 
3 
8 
5 

11 
2 
2 
1 
- 
- 

303 

279 
632 

2.27 

DEC 

6 0  
393 

6 
12 
55 

227 
19 

9 
1 3  
16 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
2 
7 
8 
4 
2  
8 
8  
4  - 
- 
2 

2 

220 

178 
682 

3.63 

TOTALS 
KM B I R D S  



TABLE 3 - Coastal distribution of the more common seabirds found dead in 1970. 
S P E C I E S  OK COAST 
S U B S P E C I E S  AW TA W W  VU AE B P  EC WA C I I  CS OT YIS 145 0 1  

E u d v ~ t u l  a  minor 127  1 0  39 - 11 6 - - - 2 3 5 1 2 4  
a l b o s l e n a t a  - - - - - - - - 2 1 1 1 4 -  

D i o m e d e a  S D P *  3 .  - 1 2  - - - - - - 2 - 1 - 1  
e x u l a n s  2 4  - - - - - - - - 1 -  - - 
m e l a n o P h r l s  21) - 6 .. - - - - - - - - - - 
c h r ~ s o s t o n a  22  - 6 - 1 -  - - - - - - - - 
cau:a  c a u t a  2 4 1 2 - 1 -  - - - 1 2 -  - 

P h o e b e t r l a  o a l ~ e b r a t a  1 3 - 2 -  1 - - - - - - - - 

M a c r o n e c t e s  e l c a n t e u s  1 6  1 1 0  - 1 - - 1 1 1 -  2 - - 
F u l m a r u s  e l a c l a l o l d e s  u - 10  - - - - - - - - - - - 
D a o t l o n  c a u e n s l s  37 1 1 3  - - - 2 1 5 - 1 -  - 
P t e r o d r o m a  m a c r o o t e r a  1 2 1 2 - 2 3 -  - - - - - - - 

l e s s o n 1  8 1  2 15 - - - - - - - - - 1 -  

P a c h v o t l l a  spa* 149  1 5 0 3  - 2 - - - 2 - - 2 - 3  
v l t t a t a  22  - 37 - - - - - 3 -  - - 2 

s a  l  v l n l  i i0> 2 1  477  - - - - - - - - 4 - - 
d e s o l a t a  j - 9 - 1 4 -  - - - 1 - - 
b e l c h e r l  9  - 1 7  - - - - - - - - - - - 
t u r t u r  109 7  219 - 2 4  1 . 1  - - - - 3 3 1 3  

P u f f l n u s  c a r n e l o e s  7 8 5 1 -  - - - - - - 
b u I  i e r l  5 2  - 32 - - 2 - - - - - - - - 

e r l s e u s  272  7  7 4  1 1 9  9  - 7  8 1 6  1 7 3  - 3  
t e n u l r o s t  r i s  2 3  -- 10  1 1  1 - - - 2 -. - - 1 
e a v l a  b 9 3 3 0 2 5 5  1 -  - - - - - - 
h u t t o n l  2 4  1 4 1  3  - - - - 3 2 -  - - - 

P e l e c a n o l d e s  u r l n a t r l x  46  3  3 1  - 2 3  7 - - - - - 2 -  - 
S u l a  b a s s s n a  4 5 1 7 - 3 - 1 1 1 -  - 1 - - 
S t i c t o c a r b o  ~ u n c t a t u s  2  - - - - - - - 2 1 6 3 3 -  
L a r u s  d o m l n l c a n u s  23  2 1  5 4  1 - - - - 5 6 9 3 4 1 2  

n o v a e h o l l a n d l a e  5 1 6 5 -  2 1 -  - 3 5 1 2 1 0 2 2  
S t e r n a  s t r l a t a  1 1 2 4 -  - - - 1 2 6 -  - - - 

T O T A L S  2 2 3 4  99 1 6 7 4  8  98  4 1  3 1 2  30 7 7  29  1 4 3  5 4  2 1  

* l l e n o r e s  i n  a l l  t a b l e s  t h a t  t h e  s u e c l e s  o r  s u b s ~ e c l e s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  i d e n t l f i c d  b v  t h e   atr roller. 

T O T A L  
B I X U S  

219 
1 8  
1 9  
2  5  
26  
3 1  
3  1 
16  
33 
1 6  
6  0 
2  0  
99  

662  < 
64 

1307  -4 
2 0  0 
26  1 

4 7 8  
84  
8 6  
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TABLE 5 - Seabirds of which 1 to 9 specimens were found dead in 1970. 
Coast and month of discovery given. 

SPECIES OR NUMBER 
SUBSPECIES FOUIUI 

Meeadwtes  a n t i p o d e s  
E u d v ~ t e s  pachvrhvnchus 
Diomedea b u l l e r i  

epomophora 
c a u t a  S U ~ S P P *  

sa l v i n i  
Pterodroma SPP* 

i n e x p e c t a t a  
l e u c o ~ t e r a  
b r e v i r o s t r i s  
c o a k i  
h. n i e r i p e n n i s  

Halobaena c a e r u l e a  
P a c h v p t i l a  c r a s s i r o s t r i s  
P roce l  l a r i a  c i n e r e a  

w e s t l a n d i c a  
a e q u i n o c t i a l i s  

P u f f i n u s  e a v i a l h u t t o n i  
a s s i m i  l i s  

Pel aeodroma m a r i n a  
Pha lac rocorax  SPP* 

ca rbo  
v a r i u s  
s u l c i r o s t r i s  
me lano  leucos 

Leucocarbo c. o n s l o w i  
S t e r c o r a r i u s  skua l o n n b e r e i  
La rus  bu t  l e r i  
Hydroprome c a s p i a  

TOTAL 

AW1WS. 
WS. 
w . 
01. 
A\JvAE(2) rCS. 

During November and December there was the expected increase 
in the numbers of Sooty Shearwaters found. In December there was 
also an increase in numbers of Short-tailed Shearwaters (Pufinus 
tenuirostris) found on Auckland West beaches. The weather during 
these months was considered to be good. 

1972 
There were no large wrecks this year. During June, following 

a period of strong south to south-west winds, there was an increase 
in numbers of Spotted Shags on Otago beaches, Fluttering Shearwaters 
on Auckland West and Wellington West beaches, and Diving Petrels 
on Wellington West beaches, but these increases did not significantly 
affect the annual totals for these species. 

These winds combined with the prevailing south-westerly sea 
currents also brought, mainly to Wellington West and Wellington South 
coasts, the highest numbers ever recorded of Yellow-eyed Penguins 
(Megadyptes antipodes). The total for June was 35 and for the year 
50. The next highest annual total is 14 in 1977. 



TABLE 6 - Numbers of dead seabirds recorded and kilometres patrolled on each coast in 1971 
COAST CODE 

AUCKLAND WEST  A\V ICM 
B I R D S  

T A R A N A K I  T A  KM 
B I R D S  

W E L L I N G T O N  \JEST WW Kt1 
B I R D S  

WESTLAND WD KM 
B I R D S  

AUCKLAND E A S T  A E  KI4 
B I R D S  

B A Y  OF  P L E N T Y  B P  ICII 
B I R D S  

E A S T  COAST  NORTH I S  E C  KM 
B I R D S  

CANTERBURY NORTH C I I  K l l  
B I R D S  

CANTEHBURY SOUTH CS KM 
B I R D S  

OTAGO OT KM 
B I R D S  

S O U T H L A N D  SD KI.1 
B I R D S  

WELLI~~GTON SOUTH WS KM 
B I R D S  

NORTH COAST  SOUTH I S  NS KM 
B I R D S  

T O T A L  KM T R A V E L L E D  

T O T A L  KM COVERED 
T O T A L  B I R D S  RECORDED 

B I R D S I K M  C O V E R E D I M O N T H  

J A N  

142 
429 

18 
32 
- 
- 
8 
0 

15 1 
413 

13 
2 9 

- 
- 
5 
3 2 

3 
4 

16 
17 
- 
- 

- 
- 
5 
5 

423 

361 
961 

F E B  

4 8 
114 

3 
2 
- 
- 

- 
- 

14 
15 
- 
- 

- 
- 

13 
71 
- 
- 
6 
5 
- 
- 

- 
- 

21 
24 

183 

105 
231 

MAR 

5 0 
42 

8 
3 
- 
- 

- 
- 

6 
1 

3 
6 
- 
- 
10 
9 

6 
11 

3 
6 
- 
- 
- 
- 
8 
1 

159 

9 4 
79 

0.84 

APR 

60 
18 

5 
1 
- 
- 
- 
- 
24 
2 5 

- 
- 
- 
- 
13 
35 

3 
3 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
3 
0 

142 

110 
82 

0.75 

MAY 

5 6 
63 

19 
16 

16 
7 
- 
- 
16 
14 

2 
2 
- 
- 
16 
21 
- 
- 
2 
1 
- 
- 
8 
10 
- 
- 

138 

135 
134 

No P a t r o l s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  W a i r a r a u a ~  F i o r d l a n d  o r  Ou t  lv ine  I s l a n d s .  

J U L  

50 
41 

10 
10 

3 1 
18 
- 
- 
11 
8 
- 
- 
2 
1 

19 
112 

6 
21 
- 

5 
16 

11 
2 0 
- 
- 

280 

153 
247 

1.61 

AUG 

I4 8 
8 4 

8 
19 

8 
2 
- 
- 
18 
5 6 

21 
3 8 
- 
- 
14 
56 

6 
6 
- 
- 
3 
11 

6 
5 
- 
- 

293 

232 
277 

1.19 

S E P  

7 9 
156 

0 

135 
258 

- 

- 
- 
10 
3 
- 
- 

13 
17 

5 
13 

3 
1 

5 
0 
- 
- 

- 
- 

340 

255 
448 

1.76 

OCT 

116 
30 1 

10 
16 

82 
647 

11 
3 

14 
13 

2 
2 

2 
1 

10 
14 
- 
- 

- 
- 

5 
6 
- 
- 

8 
1 

399 

260 
1004 

3.86 

NOV 

167 
373 

11 
12 

29 
163 

- 
- 
42 
221 

24 
110 

6 
9 

6 
4 6 
- 
- 

45 
180 

- 
- 

6 
110 
- 
- 

412 

356 
1232 

3.46 

DEC 

138 
967 

3 
8 

2 4 
80 

- 
74 
350 

6 
12 
- 
- 

3 
22 
- 
- 
- 
- 
5 
6 
- - 
- 
- 

290 

253 
1445 

5.71 

T O T A L S  B I R D S I K M  
KM B I R D S  

1153 
2602 

100 
119 

376 
1192 

19 
3 

370 
1116 

81 
202 

10 
11 

153 
507 

29 
58 

78 
219 

23 
39 

3 1 
145 

47 
3 1 

3291 

2470 
6244 





TABLE 8 - Monthly distribution of the more common seabirds found dead in 1971. 
S P E C I E S  OR 
S U B S P E C I E S  

E u d Y D t u l a  m l n o r  
a l b o s l e n a t a  

D ~ o m e d e a  S P P *  

e x u l a n s  
me l a n o ~ h r i s  
c h r v s o s t o m a  
c a u t a  S U ~ S D P *  

c a u t a  
P h o e b e t r l a  P a l u e b r a t a  
M a r r o n e c t e s  e i e a n t e u s  
D a p t l o n  c a D e n s l s  
P t e r o d r o m a  r n a c r o ~ t e r a  

l e s s o n 1  
I n e x o e c t a t a  
c o o k 1  

P a c h v ~ t l l a  S O D *  

v l t t a t a  
s a l v l n i  
d e s o l a t a  
t u r t u r  

P r o c e l  l a r l a  c l n e r e a  
P u f f l n u s  S P D *  

c a m e l m s  
b u I  l e r l  
e r l s e u s  
t e n u l r o s t r l s  
e a v l a  
h u t t o n 1  
a s s 1 m 1 1 1 s  

P e l a e o d r o m a  m a r l n a  
P e l e c a n o l d e s  u r l n a t r l x  
S u l a  b a s s a n a  
P h a l a c r o c o r a x  v a r l u s  
S t l c t o c a r b o  o u n c t a t u s  
L a r u s  d o m ~ n ~ c a n u s  

n o v a e h o l l a n d l a e  
b u l l e r l  

S t e r n a  s t r l a t a  

T O T A L S  

J A N  

124 
9 
6 

16 
6 
6 
1 
3 - 
2 
8 

50 
7 
3 
7 
6 
2 
1 
2 

64 
4 
2 

54 
38 

1 6 1  
14  
6 7 

7 
4 
6 

85 
82 

7 
7 

17  
39 

2 
16 

9 35 

F E B  

47 
10 

2 - 
- 
1 - 
1 - 
- 
- 
2 
4 - 
2 
3 
1 - 
- 

3 1 - 
- 
11 

8 
2 1  - 
18  

6 
2 - 
1 

14 
1 
7 

14  
11 

6 
4 

228 

M A Y  

13  
3 
- 
- 
- 
2 - 
1 - 
- 
- 
2 
2 
2 - 
4 - 
3 
2 
3 - 
- 
3 
3 

18  
25 

3 - 
1 
1 
4 
3 
- 
8 

18  
4 
1 
2 

1 3 1  

MONTH 
JUI4 J U L  

16 
2 
2 - 
2 

11 - 
2 
6 

14  
2 
- 
4 
- 
- 
3 - 
1 
1 
8 - 
- 
- 
- 

24  
5 
7 - 
1 
- 
2 
3 

5 2 
33 
29 

4 
9 

243 

AUG 

78 
1 - 
- 
1 
2 - 
1 
1 
6 
2 
1 
4 - 
- 
1 
1 - 
- 

19 - 
- 
- 
- 

22 
1 

2 6 - 
2 - 

37 
5 
1 

2 3 
18  
12  

3 
8 

276 

SEP 

9 
- 
2 
2 
1 
8 
1 - 
5 
6 

2 3 
1 
4 - 
- 

62 
2 8 

7 
4 

10 6 
1 - 
- 
1 

1 
2 

80 
1 - 
- 

33 
9 
- 

10  
18  

E - 
3 

436 

OCT 

16 
- 
- 
1 
- 
8 - 
1 - 
3 
7 - 
7 - 
- 

3 4  
37 
1 4  
1 

703 
1 
1 
2 
8 

25 
6 

39 
9 - 
2 

27 
11 - 

2 
17  
10 
- 
2 

994 

DEC 

4 1  
1 
4 
1 - 
2 
6 
2 
1 
1 
4 

11 
5 
5 
7 

83 
3 
7 
2 

112 
2 

13 
3 3 
7 8 

635 
156 

79 
5 
7 
6 

46 
40 
1 
4 

15 
12 - 

3 

1433 

T O T A L  
B I R D S  

3 9 1  
39 
22 
20 
10  
45 
10 
18  
13  
40 
5 6 
72 
4 1  
12 
24 

2 1 1  
80 
39 
12 

1 1 8 1  
10  
19 

126 
180 

1627 
239 
394 

5 2 
l a  
16 

2 6 1  
2 I 6  

14  
187 
2 17 
165 

19 
54 

6150 



TABLE 9 - Seabirds of which 1 to 9 specimens were found dead in 1971. 
Coast and month of discoverv given. 

SPECIES OR 
SUBSPECIES 

Meeadvptes a n t i p o d e s  
E u d v p t e s  ~ a c h v r h v n c h u s  
Diornedea epomopho r a  

b u l  l e r i  
c a u t a  s a l v i n i  

e r e m i t a  
Fu lmarus  e l a c i a l o i d e s  
Pterodrorna SPP* 

rnol l i s  
b r e v i r o s t r i s  
p y c r o f  t i  
l e u c o ~ t e r a  
h. n i e r i p e n n i s  

Ha lobaena  c a e r u l e a  
P a c h v p t i l a  b e l c h e r i  

c r a s s i r o s t r i s  
P r o c e  l l a r i a  SDP* 

w e s t l a n d i c a  
a e s u i n o c t i a l  i s  

P u f f i n u s  e a v i a l h u t t o n i  
O c e a n l t e s  o c e a n i c u s  
S u l a  l e u c o e a s t e r  
P h a l  a c r o c o r a x  s w *  

c a r b o  
m e l a n o l e u c o s  

Leucocarbo  c. c h a l c o n o t u s  
F r e e a t a  a r i e  l 
S t e r c o r a r i u s  p a r a s i t i c u s  
L a r u s  SPP*  

H ~ d r o p r o m e  c a s p i a  
S t e r n a  SPP* 

f u s c a t a  

TOTAL 

AUMBER 
FOUND COAST(S) MONTH (S  ) 

OT(2)rWS. l r 5 9 1 1 .  

BP. 
AWvh'W. 
AW(2),AE(3). 
AWvAE. 
AW. 
AW(2). 
AW(5)9\rlW(3). 
CS(2). 
AW. 
CN. 
AW(2)vW. 
LIW . 
AE. 
AE. 
;.Is. 
AW(4). 

AW. 
AW(2). 
AE. 
AW(5)vAE(2) .  
LIW . 
AW(4)*'IJW,AE(2). 

UNUSUAL FINDS 

CHATHAM ISLAND MOLLYMAWK Diomedea cauta eremifa 
The two birds recorded from Himitangi Beach (WW) in Septem- 

ber and Port Ohope (BP) in December 1971 are the second and third 
beach patrol records for this species. One specimen was found in 
August 1964. 

SOFT-PLUMAGED PETREL Pterodroma mollis 

The specimen found on Thornton Beach (BP) in November . 
1971 is a new record for beach patrolling (Hellyer et al. 1973) and 
the second time this species has been found in New Zealand. The 
previous record is of one specimen found alive in the Hutt Valley in 
May 1971 (Kinsky 1971). This species breeds on islands in the 
temperate zone of the South Atlantic and Indian Oceans. On Antipodes 
Island it has been seen flying in some numbers after nightfall but not 
on the ground (Warham & Bell 1979). Since 1971, the number of 
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sightings at sea near New Zealand has been increasing (Falla 1979). 
There are now subsequent beach patrolling records of one specimen 
found in December 1974 (Veitch 1976) and one in June 1978. 

FULMAR PRION Pachyptila crassirostris 
The three birds found in July and August 1970 are the first 

records of this bird in the Beach Patrol Scheme. There are now sub- 
sequent records of two birds found in September 1971, two in July 
1973, one in September 1977, and eight in July, August and September 
1978. 

GREY PETREL Procellaria cinerea 
The ten birds found in January and September-December 1971 

is the greatest number of the species ever recorded. It has been found 
during most years at an average of 2.4 per year. The next highest 
number found was six in October and December 1970. 

MANX SHEARWATER Pufinus pufinus 
The specimen found near Pukerua Bay (WW) in June 1972 is 

a new record for New Zealand (Kinsky & Fowler 1973). This species 
breeds on islands in the eastern North Atlantic and winters in the 
south-west Atlantic. 

BROWN BOOBY Sula leucogaster 
The specimen found on Te Werahi Beach (AE) in January 1971 

is a new record for beach patrolling. This species probably reaches 
our northern waters every summer (OSNZ 1970) and one has roosted 
with Gannets on Horuhoru Rock in the Hauraki Gulf (Sibson 1979). 

LESSER FRIGATE BIRD Fregata arid 
The specimen found on Ninety Mile Beach (AW) in January 

1971 is a new record for beach patrol!ing. This species straggles 
southward to New Zealand. There have been at least 13 previous 
records (OSNZ 1970), presumably of birds seen at sea. 

ANTARCTIC SKUA Stercororius skua maccormicki 
The specimen found on Dargaville Beach (AW) in October 

1972 is a new record for the Beach Patrol Scheme. During winter 
this species ranges to the north Pacific. There have been five previous 
records of this bird on the New Zealand mainland. 
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TABLE 10 - Numbers of dead seabirds recorded and kilometres patrolled on each coast in 1972. 

COAST CODE MO!JTH T O T A L S  
J A i l  F E 3  MAR APR M A Y  JUl4 J U L  AUG SEP OC7 I lOV DEC Kt.1 B I R D S  

AUCKLAND WEST A'd Kt1 43  109 40 50 77 119 110 7 1  188 90 95 95 1093  
B I R D S  176 148 57 37 109 142 149 95 233 134 114 111 1505 

T A R A N A K I  T A  KM 1 0 1 0 5 3 2 2 3 1 Q - 2 2 5  6  6  
~ I R D S  16 11 10 0  1 0 2  11 - 0 3  4  5 8  

WELL I I4GTON WEST WW Kl4 5  1 3  1 8  85 48  119 77 72 109 69 11 42 668 
B I R ~ S  a 23  4  148 42  306 96 40 294 207 70 39 1277 

WESTLAND WD KM 2 - 2 3 5 - -  - - - - - 12 
B I R D S  8 - 0  1 1  - - - - - - - 10 

AUCKLAND E A S T  AE KM 3 1  47 16 5  47 6  39 114 10 1 4  16 1 8  363 
B I R D S  45 74 17 1 16 2  27 1 8 3  5  35 15  23  443  

B A Y  OF PLEidTY B P  K M  16 - - - - - - - - - 11 -- 2 7  
B I R D S  19 - - - - - - - - - 40 - 5  9  

E A S T  COAST I IORTH I S  EC Kt1 - 5 - 3 - 5 -  - 3 -  - - 1 6  
B I R D S  - 3  - 1 - 0  - - 0 -  - - 4  

CANTERBURY NORTH C:.l KM 8 1 4  1 0  16 34 1 4  6 6  - 6  - - 114  
B I R D S  29 5 4  29 1 7  58  6  1 1 - 1 - - 19 6  

CANTERBbRY SOUTH CS KM 2 - 2 - 5 3 6 8 1 8 0 2 5  59 
B I R D S  1 - 1 2  - 2  0  2  1 2  3  2  20 4 5  

O T A G O  OT IKM - - 5 8 2 5 2 -  - - 2 3  2.7 

B I R D S  - - 1 4  6 1 0 5  1 - - 8  1 3  138  - 
SOUTHLAI41) SD KM 5 8 8 6 2 6 6 - 6 6 1 3 6  72 

B I R D S  4  1 5  4  4  11 7  4  - 1 4  32 11 28 134  

W E L L I N G T O N  SOUTH WS K l l  - - - 1 8  - 82 47  1 4  1 3  32 3 3  212 

B I R D S  - - - 20  - 6 3  36 1 24  5 0 2  1 7 1  

NORTH COAST SOUTH I S  NS KM - 6 5 . -  - - - 6 - 2 -  - 19 

B I R D S  - 3 2 - - - - 0 - 1 -  - 6 

T O T A L  KEI T R A V E L L E D  156 257 126 243  249 484 370 336 4 3 1  237 146  212 3247 

T O T A L  KM COVERED 122 212 111 197  212 362 319 312 340 230 1 4 3  177  2748 
T O T A L  B I R D S  RECORDED 306 3 3 1  136 233  246 6 5 1  358 332 572 418  223  240 4046 

B I R D S I K M  COVEREDlMOI4TH 2.50 1 . 5 6  1 . 2 3  1 .16  1 .16  1 . 8 0  1 .12  1 .06  1 . 6 4  1 .82  1 .56  1 .36  

No p a t r o l s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  W a l r a r a p a .  F l o r d l a n d  o r  O u t l v l n e  I s l a n d s .  
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TABLE 13-Miscellaneous birds recorded but not considered to be 
seabirds. 

A r d e a  n o v a e h o l l a n d i a e  
E a r e t t a  s a c r a  
A n s e r  S P P *  

C y e n u s  a t r a t u s  
T a d o r n a  v a r i e a a t a  
A n a s  ~ P P *  

c h l o r o t i s  
s  u ~ e  r c i  l i o s a  
P 1 a t v  r h v n c h o s  
r h v n c h o t i s  

C i r c u s  a p p r o x i m a n s  
S v n o i c u s  ~ ~ s i l o ~ h o r u s  
L o ~ h o r t v x  c a l i f o r n i c a  
P h a s i a n u s  c o l c h i c u s  
P o r p h v r i o  m e l a n o t u s  
H a e m a t o p u s  f i n s c h i  

u n i c o  l o r  
C h a r a d r i u s  b i c i n c t u s  

o b s c u r u s  
L i m o s a  l a p p o n i c a  
C a l i d r i s  c a n u t u s  
H i m a n t o p u s  l e u c o c e p h a l u s  
H e m i p h a a a  n o v a e s e e l a n d i a e  
C o l  u m b a  l i v i a  
N i n o x  n o v a e s e e l a n d i a e  
C h a e t u r a  c a u d o c u t a  
H a l c y o n  s a n c t a  v a e a n s  
A l  a u d a  a r v e n s i s  
T u r d u s  p h i l o m e l o s  

m e r u  l a  
A n t h u s  n o v a e s e e l a n d i a e  
P r o s t h e m a d e r a  n o v a e s e e l a n d i a e  - 
Z o s t e r o ~ s  l a t e r a l  i s  - 
C h l o r i s  c h l o r i s  - 
C a r d u e l i s  c a r d u e l l s  - 
F r i n a i l l a  c o e l e b s  - 
E m b e r i z a  c i t r i n e l  l a  - 
P a s s e r  d o m e s  t i c u s  - 
S t u r n u s  v u l e a r i s  - 
A c r i d o t h e r e s  t r i s t i s  - 
G ~ m n o r h i n a  S P P *  2 3 

T O T A L S  7 6 
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TABLE 14- Seabirds of which 1 to 9 specimens were found dead in  1972. 
Coast and month of discovery given. 

SPECIES OR r4UMBER 
SUBSPECIES FOUI.ID 

Eudvptes ~ a c h v r h v n c h u s  2 
Diornedea exu lans  6 

epornophora 7 
chrvsostoma 9 
b u l  l e r i  2 
cau ta  s a l v i n i  8 

Fulrnarus e l a c i a l o l d e s  5 
Pterodroma SPP* 1 

b r e v l r o s t r i s  6 
c o o k i  5 

Hal obaena caeru lea  8 
P r o c e l l a r i a  SPP* 3 

c i n e r e a  1 
p a r k i n s o m  2 
w e s t l a n d i c a  2 
a e q u i n o c t i a l i s  3 

P u f f i n u s  p u f f i n u s  1 
a s s l m i  11s 4 

Pel aaodrorna mar ina  4 
Phal ac rocorax  carbo 7 

s u l c i r o s t r l s  2 
melanoleucos 2 

S t e r c o r a r i u s  skua l o n n b e r a i  1 
maccorrn ick i  1 

Larus SPP* 1 
H ~ d r o ~ r o a n e  c a s p i a  8 

TOTAL 1 0 1  

BP. 
AW(2). 
AWvWD. 
A\./(2)vSD. 1,293. 
W. 6 .  
AW(4). 193911912. 
AE(3)qBP. 1 ( 2 ) 7 2 ( 2 ) .  
' W ~ ( ~ ) ~ C S T S D , W S ( ~ ) .  2 ~ 5 1 6 1 7 ~ 9 r 1 2 ( 2 ) .  
AWvOT. 6 ( 2 ) .  
Wdv AE. 6 9 11. 
AW. 12. 
AW. 10. 
WS. 6. 
AW(2)~Md(2)~AE(2)C;1(2) .5 (3)~6r8r9 ,11(2) .  
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