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ROBERT ALEXANDER FALLA 
KBE, CMG, MA, DSC, FRSNZ (1901-1979) 

Sir Robert's high standing in world ornithology and his 
considerable influence on ornithology and conservation in New 
Zealand and on OSNZ affairs are well known to members and 
do not need to be spelt out here. Since his death was announced 
to members, many appreciations and biographies, some of them 
detailed, have appeared elsewhere (see especially C. A. Fleming, 
1980, Emu 80 (1) : 41-44). We are grateful to the staff of the 
Nature Conservation Council and to the Evening Post for photo- 
graphs. 

Bob Falla throughout his life characteristically instilled an interest 
in birds and New Zealand bird study in all with whom he came into 
contact - many will probably remember him first when as an 
established museum man he always dispensed a liberal measure of 
advice and information to any inquirer with the most random bird 
question. As a schoolboy in the late 1920s 1 was fortunate in living 
near the Falla family and it was as Mr R. A. Falla - still a primary 
school teacher - that I met him first. His study was typically crammed 
with bird books and photographs; there would be mounted birds, a 
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bird skin or two and a storm-killed petrel (not necessarily fresh !) 
about to be transmuted into a study skin. He was, of course, already 
a noted ornithologist. "Discovery of a Breeding Place of Buller's 
Shearwater, Poor Knights Islands, N.Z." Emu 24: 37-43 (1924) had 
already been published, and he was extending his field work to cover 
the full range of petrels of the northern region. He was an active 
supporter of the Auckland Museum and a lecturer and writer on bird 
life. I was one of many who listened fascinated while he lectured 
and showed slides of excursions with the late Bernard Sladden and 
others to the Poor Knights, Kawera and other petrel islands of the 
north and Bay of Plenty. 

Others will record his distinguished career in successive museum 
posts and his further career in conservation after retirement. He left 
teaching to lecture in nature study at the Auckland Training College, 
simultaneously helping with the establishment of the displays and 
research collections for the new Auckland War Memorial Museum, 
to which on its opening in 1929 he was Honorary Ornithologist. Two 
seasons as ornithologist to Mawson's British, Australian and New 
Zealand Antarctic Research Expedition (B.A.N.Z.A.R.E. 1929-31) 
followed and during his second year away he was appointed to be the 
Museum's first Ornithologist. 

My personal experience as one whose interests and life's work 
owed much to an early meeting with Bob Falla will be typical of many 
of today's ornithologists. His pleasure in looking at birds - linked 
always with the discipline of a highly critical scientific mind - was 
in the Gilbert White tradition: and was similarly contagious ! His 
papers and popular contributions are to a high degree significant, but 
it was his personal contribution to meetings, and to day-to-day contact 
and discussion, that made him such a force in ornithology and con- 
servation. 

E. G. TURBOTT 

When I first met R. A. Falla he was Director of the Canterbury 
Museum and an acknowledged authority on the birds of the southern 
oceans. His was a name to compare with, a name to be mentioned 
in the same breath as Alexander and Murphy. The invitation to join 
Sir Douglas Mawson's Antarctic Expedition had come at exactly the 
right moment to stimulate and strengthen his love of the sea, ships 
and seabirds. He passed on his enthusiasm to others and I cherish 
the memory of the welcome which he and Molly used to extend to 
me on my visits to Christchurch. 

His zestful study of birds dated from his schooldays. When 
he could not be out at sea, how he loved to walk along the shore to 
see what the tide had brought in. He liked to tell how once he found 
what he was certain was a Buller's Shearwater on one of the Waitemata 
beaches. At that time this was a seabird of legendary rarity, and 
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when he took the bedraggled specimen to the Auckland Museum for 
verification, the redoubtable Cheeseman, no mean ornithologist himself, 
looked at him and simply said, " Schoolboys don't find Buller's Shear- 
waters." Some years later, RAF was to have a hand in putting the 
mighty Poor Knights colony of Buller's Shearwaters on the map. 

Fifty years ago, the road to Muriwai was rough and tortuous. 
RAF was the pioneer of beachcombing along that 30 mile strand which 
nets such a variety of storm-tossed seabirds. Perhaps I may here 
recount how oce hot Tanuary day, RAF and I, confidently armed with 
a sack, took the tram to New Brighton and walked many miles picking 
up bits and pieces of penguins and prions. As we boarded the tram 
in the evening, we quietly deposited the loaded sack at the rear and 
with some amusement tried to pretend we knew nothing of the source 
of the strong scent which from time to time bore down upon the 
nostrils of our fellow-passengers. RAF was a wit, loving a good pun 
or play upon words. It is said of him that once at Muriwai, as he 
studied a far-gone tern, he remarked not " Alas ! poor Yorick ! " but 
" Even a tern will worm." Much more recently, after a wardroom 
dinner where Bacchus was duly honoured, he retired with the bon mot 
" Discretion is the better part of Falla." 

During his years at the Auckland and Canterbury Museums, 
RAF profitably used beach-cast specimens as he gathered material for 
papers on penguins, shags, albatrosses and tubenoses of all kinds. At 
the same time lie made enlightening studies of our puzzling 'oyster- 
catchers and of the migratory arctic waders. But his interest was not 
confined to the birds of sea and coast. Under the auspices of Captain 
E. V. Sanderson and the Forest and Bird Protection Society, he was 
one of the contributors to the test which accompanied Lily Daff's paint- 
ings of forest-haunting birds; and the paintings for the second volume 
which dealt with birds of sea and shore were made under his guidance 
at the Auckland Museum. By now his thoughts were very much 
directed towards conservation, and his voice was heard in the councils 
of those who framed the legislation which protected such mindlessly 
persecuted species as Pied and Spotted Shags. A few years later he 
was a strong advocate of the legislation which prohibited the shooting 
of godwits and other shorebirds. Now, forty years on, the value of 
this legislation is manifest, not only, for example, in the great inlets of 
the Auckland isthmus, but also in estuaries throughout the country. 

In 1939 he was one of that sinall band of visionaries who founded 
the OSNZ; and with Professor B. J .  Marples, he was an early editor 
of N.Z. Bird Notes; before in Volume 4 they were dignified with the 
title of Notornis, by way of celebrating the rediscovery of that resplend- 
ent but heavy-footed gallinule. 

During a long and active life, birds were his first and lasting 
love. From his travels and experiences both in New Zealand and 
across the world, he acquired an enviable wealth of knowledge. But 
administrative duties and service on numerous national councils/ left 
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him regrettably, little inclination for writing. . Yet for the first field 
guide he found time to make a most valuable contribution, based on 
his unrivalled knowledge of our many oceanic birds. Examining the 
plates for the new guide gave him much pleasure. His eye was quick 
to notice errors in plumage or colour, and his suggestions for improve- 
ments were most helpful. 

In partial retirement, it was fitting that he should become 
Chairman of the Nature Conservation Council, even if his views on 
measures to be taken to ensure the survival of rare and endangered 
species of offshore islands were not always palatable. In the filming 
of native birds for education and television, his advice was eagerly 
sought. He was happiest when out in the field or bobbing about in 
boats. Who can blame him ? We " shall not look upon his like again." 

R. B. SIBSON 

It is not easy to single out the attributes of one who was so 
closely involved in so many aspects of the natural sciences in New 
Zealand during the past 50 years. In the history of New Zealand 
science, at least in natural history, there have been a number of 
dominant practitioners whose names and works are known to the 
merest student - of such are the Four Great H's, Hochstetter, Haast, 
Hutton and Hector, later Cotton, Oliver, Archey, and so on. Of equal 
rank is the name Falla. 

It would be difficult, if not impossible, to exaggerate the place 
that Sir Robert Falla has occupied in the pursuit and development of 
New Zealand science, particularly in diverse fields of natural history. 
Behind almost every endeavour has been some direct or indirect 
influence brought about by Falla's example, advice or well-considered 
criticism. 

As Assistant Zoologist with Sir Douglas Mawson's expedition 
of 1928129 he provided a continuing link between New Zealand 
science and the traditional Northern Hemisphere input into Antarctic 
exploration. His advice and experience were consequently sought 
when New Zealand became icvolved in the new phase of Antarctic 
exploration in the International Geophysical year and beyond. Indeed, 
the long history of VUWAE expeditions to the Antarctic owes its 
inception to Falla's early lead. 

The wartime " Cape Expedition," the secret coastwatching parties 
at the Auckland and Campbell Islands, was organised and led by 
Falla. This expediticn laid the foundation of renewed and vigorous 
subantarctic research programmes of world interest. 

His lead in the field of museum education is also notable and 
all the more remarkable because he never had the good fortune to 
have a well-funded institution to develop. 
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AS foundation Chairman of the Nature Conservation Council, 
he helped to lay a round baseline of policy and investigational technique 
which guided New Zealand or New Zealanders through the formative 
years of environmental concern and appreciation. His well-founded 
opinions and judgments have mellowed the public's initial emotionalism 
to a more solidly based understanding of the problems of environ- 
mental management. 

He was also more recently closely involved in public education 
through the television medium by way of films conceived and guided 
by him in conjunction with the natural history unit of the National 
Film Unit. These films have won world acclaim and have the stamp 
of informed science, contrasting with more sensational conservation 
campaigns on film. 

In essence, Falla's role over the past 50 years has been as an 
unofficial scientific adviser to the Government in the field of natural 
history research and education and especially in conservation and 
environmental appreciation. 

Falla's stimulus, friendship and guidance of many young 
scientists has, on an individual basis, helped greatly with the personal 
education and achievement of at least two generations of New Zealand 
investigators. 

E. W. DAWSON 

On 23 February 1979 Sir Robert Falla collapsed and died at 
his home in Eastbourne. He was 77. His sudden death came as a 
great shock to his multitude of friends and colleagues, many of whom 
were still sharing with Sir Robert a deep sense of loss at the death 
on 31 May 1978, shortly after the couple's golden wedding anniversary, 
of his charming wife Molly. 

To have known Robert and Molly Falla for 23 years has been 
for me both an intellectual joy and a profound privilege. To have 
lost them both, so suddenly, and within a few months of each other, 
leaves a sense of emptiness that I find difficult to put into words. 

Robert Falla was an extraordinary man in every way. He had 
the rare combination of scholastic brilliance, keen perception, and 
profound knowledge coupled with a dedication, wit, and great personal 
charm that endeared him to generations of New Zealanders. He was, 
undoubtedly, one of New Zealand's greatest sons of science: a scholarly 
and gifted naturalist. To him everything about nature was deeply 
interesting and beautiful; every lone feather or shell on the tide-line 
was a book on its owner. He knew, and he cared. 

In 1956, as a teenager with a budding interest in seabirds, I first 
met Dr Falla across the Director's desk in the Dominion Museum. 
I had filled an ancient brown bag with the carcasses of storm-wrecked 
seabirds, whose gentle odour undoubtedly presaged my entry into the 
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room. I wondered whether this slim, grey-suited man could identify 
them for me. He could indeed. As the sand-encrusted corpses were 
spread over the carpet, each one's name and biological background 
were explained to me in a simple, lively, and thoroughly entertaining 
way. I was entranced, and was converted at once to the cause I have 
followed since. 

Robert Falla had a talent for explanation of knowledge that I 
have never seen equalled. On ships and seabirds he knew it all. In 
Washington, D.C., in 1969 Robert Cushman Murphy said to me of 
Robert Falla: " He knows more about seabirds than anybody, including 
me." The two were great friends and longstanding companions in 
ornithology. I dare not make any distinctions between them; both 
were superb ornithologists, and both true gentlemen. They were the best. 

Robert Falla's capacity for knowledge was as amazing as his 
memory. He spoke to young and old on many subjects with clarity, 
wit, and accuracy. His memory for dates, facts, and the whereabouts 
of articles and papers written 50 years previously was nothing short 
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of baffling. An elegant, succinct, and commanding knowledge of fact 
and words is reflected in most of what he wrote, whether a hand- 
written note or a cerebral discourse on taxonomy. He wrote a Christmas 
card to me on the Poor Knights Islands as ' from one poor knight to 
another ' - he had just received his knighthood (1973). In addition 
to sharing with me his delightfully sharp sense of humour, he taught 
me most of what I know about seabirds. For this he received large 
numbers of my mother's 'peanut brownies' and the rapt attention of 
his willing pupil. 

Many have written of Robert Falla's contributions to natural 
science, and particularly to ornithology. They are so numerous and 
substantial I will not attempt it here. To me Robert Falla became 
over 23 years more than just a friend: more of a father figure. He 
was a great scientist; and a great human being. 

(Reprinted, with permission, from New PETER C. HARPER 
Zealand Journal of Zoology 6 (2) ,  1979.) 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF R. A. FALLA (1901-1979) 
Compiled by C. A. FLEMING 

The late Sir Robert Falla wrote numerous scientific papers, 
lectures, reviews, and articles on ornithology and other branches of 
natural history, on ships, the Antarctic and the Subantarctic Islands, 
on wildlife management, conservation and the environment, on history 
and on the lives of former colleagues and friends. He was a con- 
scientious publicist for science, writing many popular articles for 
periodicaIs that were never circulated to his scientific correspondents 
as reprints. To compile a complete bibliography is therefore a difficult 
task, unlikely to be successful on the first attempt. For example, some 
journalists' interviews have been included but probably not all. Additions 
to the list will be welcomed by the editor. 

The draft bibliography that follows was compiled by adding to 
an initial list drawn up by C .  A. Fleming a considerable number of 
titles supplied first by Dr R. H. BaIham (Zoology Department, Victoria 
University of Wellington) and by Mr J. M. Cunningham (Kotari Road, 
Days Bay). Mr J.  A.  Bartle (National Museum, Wellington) and Mr 
E. G. Turbott (Auckland Institute and Museum) then each added a 
number of titles. 

Mrs E. McGregor (NZ Geological Survey, Lower Hutt) kindly 
typed the bibliography from rough handwritten cards. 

1922 
Notes on petrels washed ashore, West Coast, Auckland Province, NZ. 

Emu 21 (3) :  206-7. 
1924 

Discovery of a breeding place of Buller's Shearwater, Poor Knights Island, 
New Zealand. Emu 24  (1 ) :  37-43. 

1925 
Seabird homes of Hauraki Gulf. Brett's Christmas Annual, 1st Dec. 

(Auckland). 
1928 

(with B. Sladden) Alderman Islands. A general description, with notes on 
the flora and fauna. NZ JI. Sci. Tech. 9 (4-5): 193-205 and 
282-290. 

1929 
Bird life. Municipal Record, official organ of the Auckland City Corporation, 

New Zealand, 3 (3):  9-12. 
1930 

Notes on birds observed between Melbourne and Durban. Emu 29 (3):  
175-1 80. 

The Arctic Tern (Sterna paradises Brunnich): An occurrence in New 
Zealand. NZ JI. Sci. Tech. 12  (1):  27. 
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1932 
New Zealand cormorants in the collection of the Auckland Museum, with 

notes on field observations. Rec. Auckland Inst. Mus. 1 (3): 
139-1 54. 

1933 
Notes on New Zealand petrels; with descriptions of new forms and some 

new records. Rec. Auckland Inst. Mus. 1 (4): 173-180. 
The King Shag of Queen Charlotte Sound. Phalacrocorax carunculatus 

(Gmelin). Emu 33 (1): 44-48. 

1934 
" Where the long green seas go tramping in." Rugged outposts of the 

Northern Coast, where religious tracts await the ship-wrecked 
mariner, and a naturalist's paradise is fast becoming a vast goat- 
paddock. [Will Watch Expedition], NZ Observer, March 15, 1934: 
6-7 (illustr.). 

Antarctica. pp. 23-26 in Educational Broadcasting to Schools. New 
Zealand Broadcasting Board, IYA, Auckland, September-November, 
1934. 

The distribution and breeding habits of petrels in northern New Zealand. 
Rec. Auckland Inst. Mus. 1 (5) :  245-260. 

The native birds of New Zealand. Auckland Weekly News. Christmas 
Number, 15th October, 1934. 

1935 
The Tuatara. Bull. Auckland Zool. Soc. 2: 3-4. 
Notes on penguins of the genera Megadyptes and Eudyptes in southern 

New Zealand. Rec. Auckland Inst. Mus. 1 (6): 319-326. 

I936 
Progress report on waterfowl research and future plans. Auckland 

Acclimatisation Society, Annual Report for year ending March 31, 
1936: 6-7. 

Arctic birds as migrants in New Zealand. Rec. Auckland Inst. Mus. 2 (1 ): 
3-1 4. 

1937 
The museum and the community. 18 pp. Canterbury University College 

Commemoration Day Address, 1937. 
Birds. Brit. Aust. NZ Antarctic Research Exped. Reports B 2: 1-304, 

pl. 1-4, fig. 1-216. 
1938 

Crested Penguins in Western Australia. Emu 37 (3): 197-200. 
The Shoveller (Spatula rhynchotis. Forest and Bird 51: 2. 
Distribution of the Royal Albatross in the New Zealand region. Rec. 

Canterbury Mus. 4 (4): 213-217. 
(with E. F. Stead) The plumages of Nesonetta aucklendica. Trans. Roy. 

Soc. NZ 68 (1 ): 37-39. 

1939 
The Pied Stilt (Himantopus leucocephalus). Forest and Bird 54: 15. 

Wild life in New Zealand. Bull. Brit. Ornithol. Club 59: 149-151. 

New Zealand oystercatchers. Rec. Canterbury Mus. 4 (5): 259-266. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF R. A. FALLA 

1940 
New Zealand birds. Twenty-four coloured illustrations of birds of coast 

and ocean with descriptive letter press. Forest and Bird,Protection 
Society of NZ. 

Occurrences of the McCormick Skua on the coast of New Zealand. Emu 
40 (2): 119-120. 

The Genus Pschyptilsr Illiger. Emu 40 (3): 218-236. 

1941 
Blue Heron or Reef Heron (Dernigretta sacra). Forest and Bird 61: 3. 
(with R. S. Allan, E. Percival, R .  S. Duff) Preliminary report on excavations 

at Pyramid Valley Swamp. ("General Introduction" and "The 
Avian Remains" by R.A.F.) Rec. Canterburv Mus. 4 (7) :  325-353. 

1942 
White Herons in  the Okarito district. Bull. Ornithol. Soc. NZ 11: 3-4. 
Winter distribution of three species of subantarctic penguins. Trans. Roy. 

Soc. NZ 72 (Abstr.): xxxv. 
The Blue Penguin (Eudyptula minor). Forest and Bird 63: 4. 
Review of the smaller Pacific forms of Pterodroma and Cookilaria. Emu 

42 (2): 111. 
Bird remains from moa-hunter camps. Rec. Canterbury Mus. 5 (1): 43-49. 

1943 
Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia). Forest and Bird 67: 10. 
New Zealand Dotterel (Charadrius obscurus). Forest and Bird 68: 4. 

1944 
The Rough-faced Shag (Phalacrocorax carunculatus). Forest and Bird 

71: 9. 
The Wandering Albatross (Diomedea exulans). Forest and Bird 72: 11. 
The Red-billed Gull. Forest and Bird 73: 8. 
The Brown Kaka [Nestor ~ccidentalis). Forest and Bird 74: 4. 

1945 
(with G. Stokell) Investigation of the stomach contents of New Zealand 

fresh-water shags. Trans. Roy. Soc. NZ 74 (4): 320-331. 
The Gannet (Moris senator). Forest and Bird 75: 6. 
The White-fronted Tern (Sterna striate). Forest and Bird 78: 12. 

1946 
An undescribed form of the Black Petrel. Rec. Canterbury Mus. 5 (2) :  

111-113. 
Wild life and ways. NZ Listener 14  (354): 20. 
A day among the migrants. NZ Listener 1 4  (355): 30-31. 
Rangitoto revisited. NZ Listener 14 (357): 18-19. 
About kiwis. NZ Listener 14 (359): 7. 
The Bellbird: Korimako (Anthornis melanura). Forest and Bird 79: 6. 
Saddleback: Tieke. Forest and Bird 82: 26. 
Parakeets (Red-fronted and Yellow-fronted) (Kakariki). Forest and Bird 

81: 2. 
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1947 
Review: Letters from Skockholm by R. M. Lockley (J. M .  Dent B Sons). 

NZ Bird Notes 2 (6) :  148. 
1948 

The rediscovery of the Takahe. NZ Science Review 6 (6) :  123-124. 
Breeding of Red-capped Dotterel in N.Z. N Z  Bird Notes 2 (8) :  194. 
Birds of the Solanders. NZ Bird Notes 3 (2):  52-55. 
Biology in  New Zealand museums. Tuatara 1 (3 ) :  4-5. 
A new Anthornis from Three Kings Islands. Rec. Auckland Inst. Mus. 

3 (4-5): 337-338. 
Notes on skins of Bronze Cuckoos submitted by Dr. Baraclough Fell. 

NZ Science Review 6 (3):  61. 
The outlying islands of New Zealand. NZ Geographer 4 (2):  127-154. 
Recent exploration in  the Antarctic. NZ Geog. Rec. 5: 18-19. 
Island sanctuaries. Forest and Bird 89: 3. 

1949 
Only four found in  100 years. NZ Listener 2 0  (194): 7. 
Identification of New Zealand mainland shags. Tuatara 2: 11 6-1 20. 
Ancient bird l i fe in  New Zealand. NZ Geog. Rec. 7: 14-15. 
Ornithologist visits Notornis. NZ Listener 2 0  (501 ): 7. 
South Island record of All ied Shearwater. NZ Bi rd Notes 3 (7):  200. 
Notornis rediscovered. Emu 48 (4):  316-322, pl. 40-42. 
Birds; illustrated by E. Mervyn Taylor. School Publications Branch, NZ 

Education Dept. 40pp. illust. 
The Notornis has chicks (reported). NZ Listener 2 0  (512): 6-7. 
The egg came after the chick. NZ Listener 2 0  (513): 6-7. 

Are museums quite dead ? Education 3: 41-42 
Straight through from London. (Interview on  visi t  to  Antipodes Island). 

NZ Listener 23 (597): 6. . 

Scientists and conservation. Proc. Roy. Soc. NZ 78  (1 ): xxv-xxxiii. 
The Chatham Islands. NZ Geographer 6 (1): 1-2. 

1951 
A perfect sanctuary. (Interview on Bounty Islands) NZ Listener 24  (602): 9. 
The nesting season of Notornis. Notornis 4 (5): 97-100. 
New Zealand and international relations in science . Proc. Roy. Soc. NZ 

79 (1 ): xxxiv-xxxix. 
The proper function of the Royal Society. Proc. Roy. Soc. NZ 79 (1):  

Ixxi-lxxxv. 
Observations on birds. (With P. C. Bull) New Zealand-American Fiordland 

Expedition. DSlR Bull. 103: 76-92. 
Address of welcome given by the President. Proc. 7th Pacific Science 

Congress 1 : 45-47. 
White Heron sanctuary. Forest and Bird 100: 11. 
Management of bird resources. Proceedings of the U.N. conference on 

conservation and utilization of resources, 1949, Lake Success, New 
York, Vol. 7 (Wildl i fe and fish resources): 233-235. 
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1952 
Foreword. Pp. 5-6 in  F. A. Simpson (ed.) The Antarctic today. NZ 

Antarctic Society and A. H. €t A. W. Reed. 
Antarctic birds. Pp. 216-288 in F. A. Simpson (ed.). The Antarctic today. 

NZ Antarctic Society and A. H. 8 A. W. Reed. 
The Notornis expedition 1950. Medical 8 Biological Illustrated 2 (2) :  

88-90. 

1953 
Change and adjustment in  plant and animal communities. NZ Ecol. Soc., 

Rep. 2nd Ann. Meeting: 3-4 [= Proc. I]. 
Responsibility of scientists to the public. NZ Sci. Rev. 11 (10): 141-142. 
Description of a new form of New Zealand wren. Notornis 5 (5):  142-143. 
Southern Seals: Population studies and conservation problems. Proc. 7th 

Pacific Science Congress IV (Zoology): 706. 
(with W. H. Dawbin). A contribution to  the study of the Humpback Whale 

based on observations at New Zealand shore stations. Proc. 7th 
Pacific Science Congress IV (Zoology): 373-381. 

The Australian element i n  the avifauna of New Zealand. Emu 53 (1):  36-46. 

1954 
Review. Ashton, E. H. Third progress report, bird ringing. (The Ostrich 

25  (1 ) :  2-12). Notornis 6 (2):  55. 
A new rail f rom cave deposits in the North Island of New Zealand. Rec. 

Auck. Inst. Mus. 4 (4): 241-243, pl. 40-42. 
Flying mammals and birds without wings. Pacific Discovery 7 (4 ) .  

1955 
Antarctic adventure and research (Fifth Hudson Lecture). NZ Science 

Review 1 3  (9-10): 107-1 16. 
New Zealand bird l ife past and present. Cawthron Lecture Series 29, 

1 4  pp. (Cawthron Institute, Nelson). 

1956 
Some reflections on the training of an ecologist. Proc. NZ Ecological 

SOC. 3: 1-6. 
White Herons in  New Zealand. Education 5 (3): 31-36. 
Birds. Roy. Soc. NZ Antarctic Res. Cttee. Spec. Rep. 13 (cyclostyled). 
Notes on the scientific importance of birds and forests. Forest and Bird 

121: 12-13. 
1957 

Presidential address: Ecological aspects of Antarctic biology. Proc. NZ 
Ecol. SOC. IV: 1-5. 

Antarctic birds. Australian Museum Mag. 12 (8): 261. 
The habits, distribution and ecology of the Moa and contemporary bird 

fauna (reported). Pp. 272-273 in J. Golson, " New Zealand 
Archaeology, 1957." JI. Polynesian Soc. 66 (3) :  271-290. 

Natural areas in the distribution of birds. Proc. NZ Ecol. Soc. IV: 16. 
Conservation in  New Zealand. Ninth Pacific Sci. Congr. Proc. 7: 208-9. 
Birds of the sand country. Proc. NZ Ecol. Soc. 5: 4-5. 
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1958 
(with T. Riney). Australian Barn Owl in Westland. Notornis 7 (7): 

208-209. 
Obituary: Philip Crosbie Morrison. Forest and Bird 128: 7. 
Some records of Australian birds in New Zealand, 1957. Notornis 8 (2): 

1-4. 
1959 

Pratincole records in New Zealand. Notornis 8 (5) :  126. 
Notes on some bones collected by Dr. Watters and Mr. Lindsay at Chatham 

Islands. Notornis 8 (7): 226. 

1960 
The fauna of New Zealand, Po. 25-27 in A. H. McLintock (ed.), A des- 

criptive atlas of New Zealand. Wellington: Government Printer. 
Some New Zealand birds, illustrated by E. Mervyn Taylor, with notes by 

R. A. Falla. Wellington: Price Milburn. 40 pp. 
Oceanic birds as dispersal agents. Proc. Roy. Soc. B 152: 655-659. 
Identification of New Zealand gulls and terns. Tuatara 8: 72-76. 

1962 
A Wedge-tailed Shearwater in New Zealand. Notornis 9 (8): 278-279. 
New Zealand records of Pterodroma longirostris (Stejneger) and a new 

record of Pterodroma leucoptera (Gould) . Notornis 9 (8): 275-277. 
The Moa, zoological and archaeological. NZ Archaeological Assoc. News- 

letter 5 (3): 189-1 91. 
Exploitation of seals, whales and penguins in New Zealand. Proc. NZ 

Ecol. Soc. 9: 34-38. 
Distribution patterns of birds in the Antarctic and high-latitude Subantarctic. 

Symposium on Antarctic Biology, S.C.A.R., Paris, pp. 367-376. 

I963 
Report of the delegate to the International Ornithological Congress. Notornis 

10 (4): 191-192. 
The Oriental Pratincole, another record. Notornis 1 0  (7): 355. 

1964 
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