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SHORT NOTE 
Skuas mobbing Black-backed Gulls 

On 24 January 1987 at Henderson Bay in the Far North, while beach 
patrolling in overcast, blustery conditions, we noticed a group of birds 
swirling in the air. The group of birds consisted of 23 juvenile and four adult 
Black-backed Gulls (Lams dominicanus', and 18 birds, which we later 
identified as skuas (Stercoran'us sp.). The skuas were mobbing and chasing 
the gulls. Occasionally some of the gulls briefly chased a skua but stopped 
when chased by another skua. During the encounter a few of the skuas landed 
on the beach briefly, but most remained airborne. Several skuas also harried 
and chased a pair of Variable Oystercatchers (Haematopus unicolor) which 
were on the beach. After 15 minutes the gulls dispersed, and the skuas flew 
out to sea. The skuas were identified by the differences in flight, behaviour, 
and plumage, with juvenile Black-backed Gulls to compare with. The wings 
were more slender, and angled. The skuas were overall darker birds than 
the juvenile Black-backed Gulls. The skuas had a dark stripe above the eye. 
Observations were made in good light about 20 metres from the birds. 
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