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Fiordland Island 
The Seal lslands and Petrel Islands 

in Dusky Sound range from 0.2 to 24 ha. 
He be-01c~riu-Drc1cophyllum scrub covers 
the smaller islands and rata-kamahi 
forest the larger ones. In February 1984 
Bellbirds, Silvereyes and Tomtits were 
ccmmon throughout the islands, Wekas 
were widespread, Fiordland Crested 
Penguins were moulting ashore and 
Sooty Shearwaters were breeding. On 
Parrot Island, Kiwi probes were seen 
but there was no sign of a recently re- 
ported S.I. Robin. However, Robins 
were plentiful and well distributed on 
the Breaksea Islands. 

During April 1984 DSIR staff trapped 
Norway Rats on Breaksea Island and 
nearby Outer Gilbert Island, Breaksea 
Sound. Interesting birds were a White 
Hercn on Resolution Island, and 2 Wel- 
come Swallows which appeared while 
we wstched Fiordland Skinks on Outer 
Gilbert Island. In Dusky Sound, a 
flock of 65 N Z  Pigeons wheeled over 
podocarp forest o n  Indian Island where 
the miro was fruiting well. Mottled 
Petrels were breeding again on Front 
Island. One of the Shelter Islands, 
Dcubtful Sound, was well used by 
Fiordland Crested Penguins and Sooty 
Shearwaters. 
KIM MORRISON 

Scott's Point, Mahurangi 
Peninsula 

The Homestead at  Scott's Point pro- 
vided an excellent base for an informal 
weekend seminar (313-1 14/84) .  during 
which 12 members were accommodated 
in the adjacent cottages and very well 
looked after by courtesy of the Auckland 
Civic Trust. 

Heavy rain on the Friday evening 
fortunately cleared, and we were able 
to devote Saturday morning to an exer- 
cise in attempting to map the location 

of common birds within the A.R.A. 
Reserve where the Homestead is situ- 
ated. The Reserve includes rocky 
shores, a small beach backed by large 
pines, an old orchard, and bush-clad 
slopes. The species tally was 25 and 
included counts of 16 NZ Pigeons, 18 
Tuis, and at  least 1 Kookaburra which 
wzs both heard and seen. Eastern 
Rosellas were also seen, and at dusk 
we watched a Morepork being scolded 
by a pair of Grey Warblers. Other ac- 
tivities during the successfvl weekend 
were an inspection of Casnell Island, a 
7 ha outpost accessible at  low tide, an 
evening of slides and discussion, and 
visits to the Burton Wells bush reserve 
and possible wader haunts of Mahurangi 
Inlet. 
MICHAEL TAYLOR 

Saddlebacks and 
Stitchbirds 
on Kapiti Island 

Saddlebacks: For the past summer, aa 
in the previous two summers, the Wel- 
lington District Ofice of the Depart- 
ment of Lands and Survey have contin- 
ued to fund the Saddleback s t ~ ~ d y  on 
Kapiti Island. 

This season work has again concen- 
trated on the reasons for the decline of 
Saddlebacks on Kapiti. Further observ- 
~ t i o n s  have been made on roosting and 
nesting behaviour, the two aspects 
where predation seems to be most sig- 
nificant. 

Of the 6 young birds produced during 
1982183, none has survived. Only 3 
birds survived from the batch of 22 
produced during the 1981 182 breeding 
season. 244 birds have been introduced 
to the island during the transfers, and 
only 13 now remain. 

This season we started with 7 pairs. 
These birds reared 28 young during what 
has been a most productive year. One 
of  these pairs was astonishingly product- 
ive, rearing 10 young in 4 broods. 

However, figures from previous years 

to confirmation. 

indicate that we can probably expect 
only about 1 in 7 ,  i.e. 4 of these young 
birds to survive until the end of the 
year. In the meantime there will prob- 
ably be a further decline in the total 
of longer established birds. T o  date 
too few locally bred young birds have 
survived to fill the gaps caused by pre- 
dation in the adult population. Un- 
fortunately the Saddlebacks seem to be 
declining to local extinction on Kapiti. 

Clearly the birds can breed very 
successfully, despite the threat of pre- 
dation at nests by Norway Rats. How- 
ever, survival for the remainder of the 
year is very low. This heavy mortality 
outside the breeding season is because 
of the Saddlebacks' roosting behaviour. 
The birds roost in cavities on o r  near 
the ground, where they are very vulner- 
able to predation by rats. I have found 
the rat-eaten corpses of birds at roosting 
places. 

Our  next step on Kapiti will be to 
try a management experiment using the 
few birds that we have left. This will 
involve putting up rat-proof artificial 
roost sites. It may prove to be dificull 
to induce the Kapiti birds to use these 
artificial roost boxes, because there are 
already so many natural roost sites. 
Initially the boxes will be placed close 
to known roosts, in the hope that the 
birds will investigate them. 

Another part of the experiment will 
involve placing large numbers of these 
roost boxes on 2 of the northern Saddle- 
back lslands - Motukawanui Island 
(Cavalli Group) ,  and Stanley Island 
(Mercury Group) .  Both of these island$ 
have young forest, and thus a natural 
shortage of good roost sites for Saddle- 
backs. 

The plan is to try and establish 
Saddleback populations on these islands. 
in which the birds habitually use the 
artificial roost sites as well as natural 
sites. Once the birds are using the 
boxes we can then transfer some of 
these roost box users to Kapiti, where 
such roost sites are already provided. 

In the long term we hope to establish 



a new, viable Saddleback population on 
Kapiti, having overcome the problem of 
predation by Norway Rats at roosts. 
This may well prove to b e  a valuable 
ccntingency plan that has been tried and 
tested, which could be implemented 
should rats ever get ashore onto any of 
the other Saddleback islands. 

Stitchbirds: In August 1983 30 Stitch- 
birds were captured on Little Barrier by 
the Wildlife Service and OSNZ volun- 
teers, and transferred to Kapiti Island. 

From my observations during the sum- 
mer, .it appears that a t  least 6 individuals 
hcve survived, and these birds have bred. 
Three nests were found, and 2 broods 
fledged from these, 1 brood containing 
at  least 2 young, and the other 3. All 
the nests were built in  holes high above 
the ground, 2 at  about lorn in  a lofty 
Pohutukawa and  1 at  8m in a large 
Rata. 

At 2 of the nests the male was the 
same individual - i.e. a case of polyg- 
amy. Such a flexible breeding system 
is certainly an advantage on Kapiti, 
where w e  have started with only 2 males 
and 4 females. 

Stitchbirds also roost in holes, hence 
they are  potentially vulnerable to pre- 
dation by rats. However, all of the 
Stitchbird roosts that I have located 
have had small entrance holes 8-10m 
above the ground. In  sites such as 
these the birds should be less vulnerable 
to predation by Norway Rats than the 
ground-roosting Saddlebacks. 

At present future prospects for Stitch- 
birds on  Kapiti look most promising. 
Another transfer of birds from Little 
Barrier is planned for August this year. 

TIM LOVEGROVE 

Farewell Spit - June 1984 
111 thc usu:~l f i r~e Nelson weather the 

winter census of Farewell Spit was c o n -  
plctetl Ity a party of' 10 which included, 
I )o~~;dt l  Rare. Annr Aoniface, Rill (:ash, 
I'etcr <:oak, R~-uce Fowler, Jenny Hawkins, 
Eileen Hratherl)cll, Wayne Hutchinson, 
Hug11 Uolwnson and (;rot-ge Wilkinson. 

'l'lle sprillg tides were only 3 . 5 ~  which 
tnt.ant the bay flats also h t i  to Ite counted. 
This year most of tht. common wader 
nurnl)crs were higher than in 1982 (no  
I-ellrctior~ on  the 1982 counters!). 

19x4 19H'L 
SII'O 7,107 6,606 
I~;tr:t;~iletl (iodwit 1,589 1,268 
K~lot 389 64 
~l 'urtistot~e 3 3 7 14!) 

Also of'interest were 7 NZ I)ottereI, 2 of 
wllich showed some degree of I>rceding 
plt~nl;~ge, I 1,argc Sand Ihtterel,  I Rlack 
Stilt, 20 Koyal Spoonl~ills, only 1 (h - lcw and 
a 1mssiI)le WliiniI)rcl sigl~ting. 

Hamilton Lake Survey 
S u ~ ~ e y s  of Hawilton Lakc werc cal-ried 

out O I I  %i/U84 ;mtl 14/4/84 by a group 
of'Waik;~to OSNZ memlxm. 

At tlle Fel)ruiuy count, the numl,ers of 
most species were comparable with those 
recorded ; k t  the same time in 1983. However, 
;I c m ~ ~ t i ~ ~ u c t l  i ~ ~ c ~ - e a s e  in Austl-alian <:oats 
\\.;IS tlotetl (I 32) comlxirctl with the pl-evious 
yeat. ( 5 8 ) ,  a l ld  1.itrle S h a g  numltet-s 
incre;~setl h-om 5 to 24. 111 April the same 
trctltl was ~lotetl  in I.ittlc Shags I)ut, for the 
first time since Septeml>er 1982, thew was 
;I tlecre;~se in the numlter of  Coots. This 
nlav I)c tlue to the lact that few birds were 
O I I  the O ~ ~ I I  water ; ~ n d  ci~noes werc not 
;~vailaltlr to us (as they Iiad Itern on  previous 
occasions) tot- counting i l l  the reeds. 
ME:K(:IA RAKNES 

Tot or ore Expedition 
Tlie Totororc Expedition, which is assisted 
by fitnds ti-om OSNZ, lefi Aucklantl on 2ti/ 
2/83 A I I ~  now has I~een  0 1 1  the coast of 
southcr~i  (:bile for over ;I yc;u-. 

Atier a 2 week delay at the (:hatham 
Islmids, whet-e the crew had to be changed 
I>ecause of acute sea sickness, Mike Hurst 
(fimm Wellington) ,joined at very short 
~iotice and ;~ccompanied skippe~- Gerry 
(:lark for the voyage to Chile. The  route 
taketi was along the Antarctic covet-gence 
to ol)sen,e the birds in th;rt area, then up 
in ;I wide sweep to Koltinson (:rusoe Island, 
i t 1  the,Juan Fernandez group. 

k i n g  autumn, the Southern Ocean was 
r-;~thcr violent as expected but some inter- 
esting ol>sc.n.atioris wel-e m;~dc, the most 
not;hle of which were Steneger's Petrels 
and J u a n  Fernandez Pett-els, Itoth of which 
occurred in much higher latitudes than 
previously suspectecl. However, the most 
regul:u- (.ompanions for the voyage were 
White-Iteatled Petrels mil (key Petrels. 
(:ape Pigeons were conspicuous Ity their 
;~l)sence. 

After :I crossing of45 days, fitororr stayed 
at Knbinson <:rusoe Island for 2 clays, 

of l lo;~di~lg stores. The11 (;erly lefi Mike 
tiler-e while Ile sailctl to V;~lpr;liso to pick 
111) . ] ~ I I I I  Atkinsoll (fin111 Welli~lgton) ; r t ~ t l  
Bill 1htlr11e (Al)ertleen, Scotl;tntl), I'or tile 
su~-\~cy of the avifituna of the,Jrtan Fern;111- 
t l c ~  Islands, it~clutlillg the little- know^^ 
islmlcl of Mas;~fitera. 

(:onditio~\s wet-e not easy in these islands 
and frcquelitly landings were difficult. 
Howeve.1-, the winter bird popul;ttiot~s, 
though sparse, were very intewsting. 

111 July 7i)lororr returned to Valpxriso, 
where Rill Rourne  left to  at tend ~ I I  

ornithological convention in Iceland. J i m  
Watt (W11;uigamata). ;I keen bird pl~oto- 
grapher ; ~ n d  a 1114jor supporter of the 
expedition, ~ o i n e t l  the expedition here. 
While John and Mike travelled by 1:und to 
Valdivi;~ to rejoin the expcditioll I)riefly 
1)efol.e retur-ni~lg to New Zealand, fitorow 
made transects in offshore waters down the 
coast. At Valdivia, Jim found mimy water- 
fowl to p h o t o g r ; ~ p h  in t h e  extensive 
wetlands crc;~rrti by the IWiO r;rrthqu;tke. 
Even more waterfhwl were found in tht. 
deep fiords and estuaries south of I'uet-to 
Montt, and around the island of (:hilor. 
Ihrring the winter months large numlters 
ofSooty Shearwaters, Southern Fulmars and 
White-chinned Petrels were Ibund deep in 
the fiords, sometimes over 120 km f'rom the 
open ocean. In  the er~closed ( h l f  of Ancud, 
thousatlds of Narrow-billed Prions were 
seen, as well as hundreds of Wilson's Stol-m 
Petrt~Is. It was a I~irtlwatcher's paradise with 
;I rich vat-iety of seabirds, waders, ducks, 
geese, swans and eve11 flamingoes to delight 
the eyes. The  expedition was fortunate to 
be able to link up with some very keen and 
experienced ornithologists i l l  <:bile, who 
p a ~ t i c i p t e d  in the cxpec~ition from time to 
time ;uid made may valualtle contriltutions 
with their local knowledge. 

Jay Nelson (Al;~sk;t)~oined the expedition 
in September and assisted in producing a 
species list for the offshore island ofC;uafo. 
where a large 1)reetling colony of' Sooty 
Sheatwaters was discovet-ed. 'This species 
was seen in enornious numbers offthe coast 
of southern (:bile throughout the year Itut 
t h e  only previously known breed ing  
grounds were in the Cape Horn Islands. 

After a brief look at Isla Ypun, Jim 
returned to New Zealand and his place was 
taken by Dr Roberto Schlatter, from the 
Universidad Austral de Chile. T h e  expedi- 
tion then made a survey of Isla Guarnblin. 

The  expedition progressed down the 
coast, keeping mainly outside the normal 
shipping routes, to study unknown avifauna 
of the outer islands. With two Chileans as 
crew, the more rugged offshore islands 
south of the Gulf of Penas were tackled, 
a n d  v a l u a b l e  n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  was 
obtained. New breeding colonies of Kock- 
hopper Penguins, Macaroni Penguins and 
Black-browed Mollyrnawks were discovered, 
considerably extending the known breed- 
ing range of these species. New information 





nurnl)ered metal 1,and on the right leg. In 
1978 these were joined by 4 young birds 
from the Perth Zoo and these were fitted 
with a colour band on  the right leg and 
1111rn1)ered metal band on the left. 

Anyone seeingone of these birds is asked 
to note the Imnd combination and report 
their sighting to the Zoo. 

RON (X3UDSWAAKD 

Record number of Brown 
Teal released 

Ducks Unlimited have just released a 
record 96 rare Rrown Teal in Northland. 

Fifty-six Brown Teal were released at the 
hlatapouri Estuary m d  42 were released at 
the Mimiwhangata Farm Park on  4/8/84. 
These releases are part of Ducks Unlimited's 
Operation 'Pateke' which aims to reverse 
the decline of the rare and endangered 
Blown Teal by rearing birds in captivity and 
releasing them into suitable wild areas. 

The  record release is a result of the record 
number of 147 Brown Teal being reared 
by Ducks Unlimited members during the 
last hreeding season. At present only 
around 1,000 Brown Teal survive in the wild 
-around 600 of these are  on  Great Barrier 
Island and around 400 in Northland. 

Habitat destruction in Northland is 
thought to be  one  of the major reasons for 
the species decline on  the mainland and 
in the two areas where Brown Teal were 
released Ducks Unlimited and the Wildlife 
Servive have been creating and restoring 
habitat; with the cl-eation of suitable ponds, 
planting suitable vegetation and by fencing 
the h a l k ~ t .  Vital habitat work is also being 
carried out in other areas of Northland and 
Ducks Unlimited, whose members have 
reared nearly 500 Brown Teal in the last 
4 seasons, is confident that is will be able 
to prevent filrther decline in Rrown Teal 
numbers. 

T h e  Brown Teal is a species found only 
in New Zealand. 

NL'EII, HAYES & PAUL PIRANI 

Winter count of Crested 
Grebes 

During the weekend of 21/22 July 1984 
(:anterbury members once again conlpleted 
a winter count of Crested Grebes on the 
high country lakes. Following the pattern 
of previous count weekends, the weather 
was far from ideal, with strong NW winds. 
However, the count was completed on  most 
lakes. 

A total of 123 grebes were located, 
compared with 1 17 in 1983 and 139 in 1981. 
Once again Lake Alexandrina topped the 
list with 68 birds. The  next highest total 
cmle  from Lake Heron, where 18 grebes 
were counted. A feature of this winter's 
counts was the f%ct that very few lakes were 

frozen over, which highlights the rathel- 
mild winter experienced this year. 

Other interesting counts made dul-ing the 
weekend were of 11:31 Scaup and I06 
Australian (:oats on I.ake Heron, and 1000+ 
Scaup on Lake Alexandrina. 

T h e  (:rested Grcbe counts were as 
follows: 

P~nrson Group: I.. Lititia - 5; I>. Pearson 
- 4; 1.. Grassmere - 1; I>. Sarah - 0;  L. 
Marymere - 2. 

(;oGrirlgr Group: I.. 1.yndon - 2; 1.. 
Coleridge - 6; 1.. Selfe - 4; I.. Georgina 
- 0 (half frozen over); I,. Evelyn - 0 
( f r o ~ r n  over); 1.. Henrietta - 0 (frozen 
over); L. 1.illian - 0 (f i -o~en over); 1,. Ida 
- 0 (fiozen over); I.. (htherine - 0 (frozen 
over). 

A~hburton Lukus: 1,. Heron - 18; 1.. Emily 
- 0;  Maori Lakes - 2; 1,. Denny - 0;  1,. 
Emma - 0; 1,. Roundabout - 0; L. Camp 
- 0 ;  I,. Clearwater - 7. 

Al~nndnna Group: L. McGregor - 4; 1.. 
Alexandrina - 68; Glenmore Tarns - 0. 

Thanks  to all participants - Colin 
O'Donnell,  1'. Pearson, P. Notman, J. 
Whitford, D. Crow, 1,. & N. Atlams,J. Ackerly, 
A. Bray, I). Booth, K. Cooper, D. Geddes, 
E. Grigg, P. Howden, M. & K. Lane, V. 
McKilray, S. Strange, 1.. & 0 .  Symons, Enfys 
Graham, Dominic Graham, Dylan Graham, 
l.es McPherson, Peter Wilson, Peter Lan- 
glands, Stephen Leitch, Jeffrey Richards, 
Kay Pierce. 

PAUL SAGAK 

Tree planting on Tiritiri 
Matangi 

At 08.30 on 22 July 1984 M.V. Ngaromu 
sailed from the Auckland Ferry Wharf with 
a party of 114 on  board for Tiritiri Island, 
to-help with the tree planting programme. 
The  Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park Board 
plans to plant over 25,000 trees a year (with 
the assistance of volunteers); the main aim 
of the project heing to re1)uild the forest 
cover and wild bird habitat so that rare and 
endangered birds may be established. T h e  
island is a reserve and despite having being 
farmed for more than 80 years it  still has 
some forest remnants and only kiore have 
been introduced. 

Our  party, organised by Dick Veitch of 
the Wildlife Service, comprised groups from 
Pukekohe Tramping Club, Northcote Col- 
lege, Air New Zealand, and Auckland and 
South Auckland OSNZ members. Once we 
left the shelter of Kangitoto Island a rough 
sea soon took its toll. Some folk turned a 
ghastly white, others turned greenish, while 
some enjoyed being rocked to sleep. 

' However, all soon recovered after a hot 
drink on  our  arrival at the seedling nursery 
on Tiritiri Matangi. 

Following a brief talk, everyone set to 
work on  their allotted task and at the end 
of the day, despite continuous rain until 

miti-afternoon, our totals were as follows: 
trees planted - 1,712; seedling pohutuk- 
awas pricked out - 9,280; Saddleback 
roosting boxes assembled - 120, plus 60 
nailed to trees; 60m of benched track cut. 

The  last hour before the boat sailed was 
spent as we pleased. Some went in search 
of Saddlebacks but they were probably 
keeping well down in the gully out of the 
wind. However, Bellbirds, Fantails, a Tui 
and Pukekos were seen throughout the tree 
planting area. 

This is a very worthwhile project, which 
is progressing well and  deserves good 
support. 
R. J .  SFAK1,E 

Alarm display by 
Yellowhead 

In the silver beech forest of the Rlue 
Mountains, Otago, 1 frequently see flocks 
of Yellowheads. Sometimes they are well 
below the treetops, and 1 have seen one 
scratching on the forest floor. O n  a steep 
slope in the gorge of the  Kanklehi~rn I have 
watched Yellowheads as they worked for 
food along branches of beech and of 
broadleaf; some of these birds have come 
within 2m of me and looked at me straight 
in the face before carrying on with their 
activities. 

After becoming used to the rather casual 
attitude that they display towards Man, I was 
not ready for the verbal attack made on  
me by a Yellowhead in the Rankleburn area 
on  11/5/84. Five Yellowheads had been 
active in a tree beside me during a stop 
for a 5-niinute bird count, and after they 
moved off another of their species flew from 
across a small gully and alighted on a 
branch only 3m from me, watching me as 
I learit against a fern-covered bank. T h e  
Yellowhead imrnediaiely commenced a 
loud, unmusical chattering. It kept this np 
for 2 minutes, all the time jumping around 
to face this way and that. Its display brought 
down a male Bellbird to the same perch. 
This bird did not perform the Bellbird alarm 
call, but gave an energetic rendition of a 
very loud song, accompanied by vigorous 
bending of the legs and long extension of 
the neck. Then  a pair of Grey Warblers flew 
down beside the Yellowhead and hopped 
about in an agitated manner before they 
flew away. 

T h e  Yellowhead departed before I had 
to move on. 
MAL.CO1.M FOOKD 

Seabird wreck on 
Northland west coast. 

O n  5/8/84, while walking near ~ a k e  
Kanano, I noticed a prior] fly over and we 
decided that this augered well for a beach 
patrol. T h e  wind had been blowing from 
the south-west for most of the previous week 



and occasional squalls still occurred this 
day. 

The  seas on  the west coast were very 
I-ough, with 1a1-ge breakers a n d  large 
amounts of foatn on  the 1,each. M;my live 
Kerguelen Petrels. Blue Petrels and prions 
were seen flying along the beach and more 
were found exh;iusted on the sand or  at 
the water's edge. 

Our  27 krn patrol produced 209 dead 
birds, an average of 7.7 per km, in addition 
to the live I~irtls seen. Many of the dead 
birds had been washed ashore very recently. 

The  Northland OSNZ team was out in 
force the following weekend (1 1/8) and 
patrolled the usual 60 km from Schick's 
Road to Maunganui Bluff. We picked up 
a fi~rther l ,fi?15 hirds which with our  209, 
and 252 picked up in mid-week by Hill 
Campbell and Kay Forgatt, gave a total of 
2096 for the wreck at an average of 35 per 
km. O n  11/8 it was notable that no live 
birds were found and that the sea was calm, 
a marked contrast to the previous weekend. 

The  5 main species recorded were: Fairy 
Prion - 1028, Narrow-lilled Prion - :342, 
Blue Petrel - 250, Antarctic Prion 167, 
Kerguelen Petrel - 97. Another 16 species 
were also recorded. 

PAT & KAREN MIL.I.EK 
(Reports from other  northern regions 
emphasise that this was a major wreck. 
Additional preliminary reports from Laurie 
Howell in the Far North include 55 Blue 
Petrels, I?J Kerguelen Petrels and ;I Sooty 
Tern in a total of 772 wrecked birds: while 
Pat Crombie reports 249 Fairy Prions, 126 
Blue Petrels and SO Kerguelen Petrels in 
a total of 498 birds picked up on  Auckland 
beaches. Ed.) 

A 'kwinking' thrush in 
Manurewa 

During J u n e  I heard a persistent 'kwink, 
kwink' call in the suburbs of Manurewa. 
There was n o  native bush in the area, only 
suburban trees, shrubs and gardens and 
consequently I thought it was a caged 
Rosella because it was always heard in the 
same place. However, after a fortnight I 
traced the sound to a tall gum tree, and 
a Song Thrush singing its own song but 
interspersed with strident rosella-like 
'kwinks'. Kosellas are fairly numerous in 
Manurewa now and this thrush obviously 
likes their sound. 
JOSIE DRIESSEN 

Field Study Course - Taupo 
1986 

A case of yes, but . .  . 
111 order to use the perfect venue, the 

proposed January 1985 study course at 
Tiaupo has been postponed until January 
1986. OSNZ has now booked the Waitetoko 

Youth < : a ~ n p  at Mission Bay, Lake Taupo 
for 1 1 - 1  8 January 1986. This is a spacious, 
pc;~cefid camp near Turangi, with hunk 
rooms, camping space and family units. 
l'l;~nned activities include the first full 
census of 1.ake T:~rlpo, evening spe;~kers, 
at least 1 day trip to Kotorua Lakes, plus 
o p t i o ~ ~ s  for suweys of ccntl-;~l Volcanic 
I'lateau mountainlands. 

Mark the dates in your calendar. 
. J O H N  INNES 

Falcon taking mustelid 
O n  8/1/84 I was driving along the 

western bays of Lake Taupo when my 
attention was caught hy a distrrrlxmce in 
g ~ x s s  I)esde the road. Then a NZ Falcon, 
with a still-strugglingferret in its talons, rose 
out of the vegetation. Although the ferret 
was quite small the Falcon lurched some- 
what in flight, and it would appear that a 
small ferret is still a large prey for a Falcon. 
HKENT <:ALDER 

Dotterel count - Labour 
Weekend 1985 

Plans are being made to conduct ;I survey 
of Black-fronted and H;mded Dotterels on 
the rnqjor rivers of Hawkes Ray during 
l.;~bour Weekend 1985. 

Members from other regions are cordially 
invited to assist ;rnd wo~dd 1x specially 
welcome. Full details will be published at 
a later tiate. 
KATHLEEN 'TODD 

Regional Roundup 
Fur North: For the past 20 years the Far 
North region has been associated with the 
Northland region, and the one KK has been 
responsible fdr the two regions. In Februa~y 
1983, Laurie and Alison Howell moved to 
Klitaia whel-e Laurie took up the position 
of engineer for Mangonui <:ounty. 

Since their arrival Laurie and Alison have 
been orranising k ~ r  North beach patrols 
and other surveys. At the A<;M in May 
Laurie's appointment as KR for the Far 
North was confirmed by (:ouncil. I know 
members will wish to join rne in extending 
sincere congratulations to l.aun-ie. (David 
<:rockett) 
South Auckland: At the time of writing (10/ 
8/84) a seabird wreck is in progress. nirds 
were reported as having starred to come 
ashore on 4/8 on the west coast, from 
Waikato Heads to Flat Rock. near Waiuku. 
Many were alive but weak and were being 
attacked by gulls and (hspian Terns. A 
patrol the next day found about 250 birds. 
These were Kerguelen Petrels and Blue 
Petrels in the main, with lesser numbers 

of Fairy and Narrow-billed Prions. No final 
figures are available yet as birds are now 
being found on  the eastern shores of 
Manukau Harbour. Various people have 
tried to revive hirds. O n e  bird was picked 
up from a l ~ s y  road in Papakura and was 
well enough to climl) ti-om foot to head of 
a friendly rescuer. It was given into Wildlife 
Service custody. 

A Koyal Spoonbill was reported from 
Lake Rangiriri in rnidTJune and  one ,  
possildy the same bird, was pictured in the 
NZ Herald shortly afterwards. I t  was 
recorded on Manukrrl census day, snoozing 
on a post at Onchunga wharf. 

At Aka Aka, near Waiuku and close to 
the Waikato River, a flock of 6 (;lossy I l is  
stayed for a week from 24/5/84. 

A pure Rl;~ck Stilt is at Weymouth and 
was seen by Ron Cornetti on 10/8/84. A 
bird showing a small amount of white has 
been seen in the same locality in previous 
years. 

A Large Sand Dotterel in fine I~reeding 
plumage was seen n e w  Tal-amaire, in the 
Firth of Thames, by many of the winter 
wader census party. A high count of 600 
Grey Teal was recorded from Piako on the 
same day. 

In Manukau, the census count of Uanded 
Dotterels was well up with a total of 1010 
for the harbour. S I P 0  numbers continue 
to climh and reached 28,042, an increase 
of 24.55 on  last winter's figure. 'Win~ble', the 
long-lived NZ Dotterel now aged 3:3% years, 
was seen again at Seagrove on census day. 
(Beth Brown) 
Waikato: 12 very detern~inecl members 
ignored the atrocious weather in July to 
study waterfowl on I.akes Hakanoa and 
Okawhau. Their enthusi;lsrn w x  rewwded 
with close views ofcoot. Mallard, (key l h c k ,  
<;rey Teal, Shoveller, P;~radise Shelduck and 
Black Swan. (Folkerr Nieuwland) 
Volcanic Ratuau: A full census of I.ake 
Okareka on 19/8/84 yielded 40 Dabchicks, 
IS5 Australian Coots, I 16 Scarlp. 4 (;rey Te;d 
and 1 nesting Black Swan. In addition there 
wcre 2 Little Black Shags, ol)vior~sly over- 
wintering here,  instead of the  usual 
northern harlmurs. 

At least two pail-s of Kokxko we~-c  
successful in rearing two chicks e;~ch at 
Pureora last summer. 

Malcolm Hutton is seeing R;~ndetl Rails 
in Bay of Plenty coastal ;lreas. He also 
r e p o n s a  I.ittle Egret near the Nuk:h;~u 
Stream. (John Inrlcs) 
7 .  larannki: The  survey of bird 1lum1)ers a11t1 
distril,ution in Eg~nont National 1';wk. I w i ~ ~ g  
carried out by two meml)ers of th r  Society 
for the l ) e p a ~ t n ~ r n t  of l.ands anti S I I I T ~ ,  
has Ixen extended until the end of March 
1985. 

O n  30/6/84 Thirty (httle F.gwts were 
present at R;u-I-rtt 1.agoo11, o n  the outskirts 
of New I'lymouth, and O I I  'LX/(i/84 ;I 1,ittle 
Egret was present at the h g o o ~ ~  Ilr;u. th r  
mouth of the Waiw;tkaillo River. 



The  legion continues to hold monthly 
~r~eet ings with entertainment provided 1)). 
members. At our August meeting Audrey 
Eagle gave an informative address on her 
recent visit to the Auckland Islands. (David 
h4edway) 
Mn?iawntzt/k11~?1g(i~11~i: Walter J ;~ckson 
reports that 2 \%;hire Herons were present 
in ;i strearn flowing into 1.ake H o r o w h e ~ ~ u a  
on  21 /7/84.Koth 1)il.d~ had obvious plumes 
cascading down theit- back, indicating that 
1,reeding may not be too Car away. Other 
species I-epo~ted fi-om Lake Horowhenua 
during the winter. include a Little Eqe t  (8/ 
7).  aljout '750 Hlack-l)illed Gulls (21 /7), a11d 
the White-winged Black l'el-n was still 
present on  21/7. 
bWlia@on: Local nrctnbers are cot~t i r~uing 
sutveys on  l i ~ p i t i  Island. Saddle11ac.k~ were 
uoted ;it three locations and Stitchbirds at 
one location during the July survey. An 
additional count was made in  e;lt-ly August, 
prior to the poisot1 I~ait drop for possun~ 
eradication. (Kussell Thomas! 
(.i~nturlnily: O n  ;I recent field tlip Rarry 
.4rtnst1.ong led local members to several 
I ~ s h  remanants or1 Ranks Peninsula, where 
BI-own (:I-eeper flocks, Tomtits, Belll~ircls. 
(;rey Warblers, Riflemen, Sil\w'eves and ICZ 
Pigeons were among the birds seen 

Kecenr sightings at I.ake Ellcsrne~-e 
include ;I Hudsonian Godwit, 2 13lack Stilts 
and 158 Wrybills I-eported by Kathleen 
Hartisot~. Shcila Pctch. Peter Wilson and 
l'rtet- l . ang l ;~~~ds .  ( P a d  S;ig;u-) 
Otr~go: Almut 20 meml)ers and friends 
p'itticipated it) the wit~ter wader count, 
erlat~ling a good nutr~ber of areas to I x  
covered. 

A (:rested (;rcl~e was ol,sel-r.ed for over 
a trronth at A~r t i r ix ) r~s  ]Jay Inlet. 'I'l~is seems 
to be a first for. Dunedin. The  population 
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of Eastern Kosellas seems to be increasing 
in the lhrredin area. Two were ol)sen~ed 
in willows near 1 . d ~  Waipori recently. 

The  White Ibis is still in the OIII;IIII area. 
(Peter S c l ~ w e i g t n ; ~ ~ ~ )  
( h ~ p i l ~ d  by PAIJI. SA(;AR 

CATTLE EGRET SURVEY 

Kathel- st]-angely, this 111;1ssive illcrease 
Il;ts 1wc11 I;lt-gely a North Isl;~ntl af'fiil-. South 
Island 367 it1 1!)XO, 377 in 1!)84 (t)rrt perhaps 
I00 still to corlte); Not111 Isliuld 404 in I W ) ,  
l0!)5 i t t  1984. 

Within t h e  Not-t11 ksl;tlttl, a l though 

This year, two Ixmded 1,irtis h a w  bee11 
recovered, hoth Ixlnded as  chicks at 
Lawrence, NStV. in Dec 1983. O n e  was 
found dead at Waitotata, South Taranaki, 
in late April, and one was f'ound 1)arely alive 
near Waikanac, west Wellington, in late 
April. The  latter was cared for hy Peter 
Mackenzie at Nga Manu Sanctuary, was 
colou~. dyed and released in late may, and 
soon t'ou11d the Lake Horowhenila flock, 
wl~ere it has remained since. 

If the tlrlln1)et.s ro r~ t in i~e  to rise like this. 
they will soon be beyond out al~ility to count. 
and any future counts may have to be 
confined to tnqjot- flocks. (:out~ts have 
remained possi1)le so fat- only because, in 
most regions, the birds ;ire still bunching 
up on the satne few fill-nts. 

/&;giotin/ lZv.wl~r (1980 totals in I~r;~ckets) 
h'ortli Azdtlrnt~d; 220 (!) 1 ) - .4w;lnui 80 ( I 26 
i l l  July), Kuawai 135. W h a n ~ a r e i  5 .  LA. 85 A. 
Howell, M. H o w ,  A. 85 A. Gordon. D. & 
K. (:rockett, )I. Wallis, W. (:;lntpI)ell. 
A I L c I ~ I I ~ ~ :  129 (18) - T;q~ora 7, Helensville 
I0 I .  01-ewa 2 1 .  R. Ibown, D. Booth, (1. Fkley. 
S. A ~ ~ r i i h ) ~ t i i \ V ( ~ i I ~ ~ ~ t o :  :35(i (1 57) - Piako 60. 
I'on M'uikato 12, Aka .Ma 30, Rmgiriri 2 IO+. 
I ~ k e  Ng;~r.oto 30, Han~iltou 4, Hmtapit I .  
1%. Hrorutt, F. Nieuwland. R. Secldor~, (:. bk 
1. Asron. M. Rarlles. M. D;~ly, B. Woolly, F. 
Ihiley, K. I.;~wes, S. S.J. R o w .  
B(IJ 01 Pirnty:41+ ( 0 )  - Oporiki 1.5, Awaiti 
2(i (h4;ikrtrt flock of' I2 not found). P. 
l . ;~th;~r~r ,  M .  Hutton, B. (:l~udleigh. 
\'olm),ic. I'infvriu: 4 ( 0 )  ;a 1:akc Atlicvlw~ua 
Ile;u- (;;tlate;i: J .  Inn?s. 
12'orllr 7 k m t ~ c ~ l r i :  32 (3  1 t o t -  d l  Taranaki) - 
all at Bat-rett's l.agooll, New Plymouth. 
Other likely tlocks neat. Hawem, Patea and 
W;I~~O~;II;I 11ot ; ~ c c o ~ ~ ~ l t t ' d  for. K. M'heeler. 
12lnt1c~wc~1~~/wrtt  M+liington: 230 (77) - Lake 
I-lot-owhenua 82. Foxton 80, Woodville 14, 
I . i r t to~~ I + ,  Ktkariki 4, Flock House area 17. 
k:x;~ct 11111111m-s I I O ~  yct confit-mecl of small 
flocks Wl~angaetlrt, Kai-iwi. Wallgilnui. 
1.. Ihvirs.  S. & K. (;reswell, 0. Tort-. K. & 
1'. Slack, W. Jackson, M. Olsen. 
(;~thorur:  38 (26) - (;isborne 24 and 1 
Aw;~ln;lte, Wairoa I!?. 'I'olaga Ray 1. 
A. 13l;tckt)ut~n, <;. Forentalt. J.  Herlley. 
H(IIO/((,.F Buy: :lO (4) - I.ake Haturna 8, 
S W ~ I I I I ~ )  Koad 14, .Lf;~l-xkak;iho 2, Meearlee 
(i. hlat~y Inore hxve hern I-epotted I ) ~ t t  not 
y t  collfilmed. K.Totltl, E'. Ihyce, M. (haven. 
1. L)rahr, J .  8r K, H;in~ilton, A. Hodgsorl, 1.. 
I.r.wis, ,I. l.loytl, (:. McKae. N. MarKenzie. 
(:. S;~xl)y. 1i. 'I';~ylor, W. 85 M. Tuydle, M. 
V a c s s e ~ ~ ,  I.. Whiteley , R. M1r.iglu. 
\4'airctrr@1: 15 ( 0 )  - Mastelion 3, T e  H o p i  
I ,  K u r ~ ~ c t r p  5 ) .  I .  I)e~~nisoll,  1).  sin^. 
N ~ ~ l c o ~ r :  2!) (55) - Applel>y 6, Golder~ Ray 
23. I. t ~ ; ~ w k i r ~ s , ~ ] .  & C:. lktmhill, 13. Fowler, 
(;. Q ~ ~ a y l e ,  H t ~ l ~ e r l ~ e l l  kin~ily, 13. Soper, (;. 
W i l k i t ~ s o ~ ~ , ~ l .  tVills. 
,!U(fi-/hor-ozrgf~: 50+ (32) - all at <;tnvetown; 
otlrers ~ . r p o r f r t l  e ;~r l i c r ,  especially ;lt 

I<iiko~il-a, were t~oc f01tnti. 1'. Jenkins, D. 
11;1tc~ W. (:;IsII, -1.. lhvies, b:. Fox, l).]owett, 
S. tl. .A. Kcnltingtott. R. Nortl~, 11. E:lliott. 

6 

WS! (.'onst: 42 (25) - k ~ r a ~ ~ r e a  I I .  Arahura 
( 5 ,  Totara Flat 2.5. A. Brett. I\'. Stopfolth, P. 
85 s. l.;llt(Ier. 
( h t r r 0 z ~ q :  3 I ( 167) - Like Ellesnlere 30. 
(:ulvertlel~ 1. No repotts yet tiom Mid and 
South (:allterl~uly. P. Sager rt nl. 
01(go:  59 ( 5 5 )  - Betwick 21, Orltl-arn 7, 
1S;tlrlutha 21, (:linton 5, Oat i i a~x  5. P. 
Schweignlarr, A. Baines, K. Gager. Mr 8c Mrs 
(;. ( k w ,  A. Hockcn, I. MrVinnie, A. Nevill, 
M. Ti~ylor, A. Robinson. 
. S o ~ i t l ~ l r ~ ) ~ k  166 (33 )  - Te Atiau 1 ,  (:mydon 
3, Wyndha~n 54, (kntre  Hill 1 ,  Hokotlui t i ,  
I ' ;~ptot;~ru I I, 01-epuki 1, Waianiw;i 12, New 
Kitcr Ferry 24, Makarewa 32, Wain~atua 7, 
Kimu 14. W. (:ooper, M. B;~rtow, I. Mathie- 
sol\, li & J.  Morrison, M. Sutton. K. Sutton, 
K. Wood, A. Wt-ight. 

'I'hcse t.t.sults represent a <gre;rr deal of 
efLi~rt by those who took p;nt, especially i l l  

s1tc.11 tlistric~s as Manawatu, Hawkes Bay. 
West Coast, Otago, m d  Southland, where 
the I~il-tls were well spread ; ~ n d  often hard 
to find. ,411 excellent co-operative job. 
IIAKKIE HEXI'HEK 

National Wader Count - 
June 1984 

fi.ic1111s completed the first-ever national 
willter wxier count. Some 200+ people 
lxutic-ip;~ted ;ind ;itiother pleasing aspect of 
tile coutlt was that a greater r~ iml l~er  of 
localities were co\w.ed that1 during the 
Noveln1)n- 1!183 coutit. The  result was a truly 
rrr~tionnl w;lder count. 

Men~lxrs  were encouraged to count 110th 
arctic mignnts  and out- own wader species. 
Such ;I count worlltf provide Iiery usefill 
ititimn;~tiort I-egarding the proportion of the 
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sutrlrttrr n~igr-mrt pop~tlation wltic.11 stays olt 
ro ovetwintet- in New Zt4ar1d. plus provirle 
intbt-n~ation ;~l,out the number and distri- 
t)utior~ of our own wader species. 

Total nuntlm\: A surnmaty of wader totals 
by region is given in TaI,le I. As expected 
NZ-lx-eeding species comprise the large 
tnajority of birds counted and S.1. Pied 
Oystel-catcher-s easily topped the list with 
7!),!)89. Pied Stilts, ovetwintering Bar-tailed 
(;oclwits, Rmnded Dotterels and Wrybills 
were the next most a1)undant species. 

The  nearly 80,000 SlPOs counted shows 
111;tt the  population has continued to 
exlx111d. 111 1973 Alan Raker estimated the 
total population to be approaching 49,000 
I)ut noted rhat i t  was still rising followitlg 
the If140 legislation prohibiting the shoot- 
i ~ ~ g  of st~orel,it-CIS. Nobody has been bold 
cnough to estimate the size of the Pied Stilt 
;11lt1 Ilandetl Dotterel polxtlatiotls. However. 

- - 

r.cccltt discussions with some wader enthit- 
si;tsrs ~.esulted in a consensus prediction of 
total popul;~tions o f 2 5  - 30,OM) Pied Stilts 
and ;In ulIpet. limit of 15.000 Handed 
I)ottt>~.~ls. T l ~ e  ~-esd ts  presented here tend 
to sul)stnntii~te their predictions. Some 17, 



300+ Pied Stilts were counted I)ut as this 
species is known to take advantage of any 
marshy p o u n d  away from estuaries (and 
hence OSNZ meml~er-s) many birds were 
probitldy missed tlr~ring the count. Results 
of the A~~stl-alian winter wader count are 
not ;twilA)lc yet I)ut some 5,000 Randecl 
Dottet-els pro1xtl)ly contributed to their 
gnnt l  total. When ;~dtlcd to the NZ total 
this gives ;I pop~l;ition of at leitst 12500. 

Some Wrybills must have proved elusive 
during the count as 3,883 represents an  
untle1-estimate of the total population, 
whicl~ is estin~atctl curre~ltlv to be abot~t  

'I'he Bar-tailed Godwit total represents 
about 12.6% ofthe 1983 summer population, 
while similar figures for Turnstone and 
I.esser Knot are 13.0 and 5.0% respectively. 

fi.)-i.ttrihution: An indication of the nurnbet- 
of waders counted at each locality is shown 
in Figure 1, and the localities where more 
t h m  1,000 waders were counted are listed 
in Table 2. These show that important 
wintering areas for waders are in the north 
(Parengarenga to Kawhia), Lake Wairar- 
rapa, Nelson, Avon-Heathcote Estua~y, L.ake 
Ellesmere and Otago Hartmur (Ara~noana, 
Papanui and Hoopers Inlet). 

The  number of loc:dities covered was 

much higher than during the summer 
count. Now we should aim to maintain, and 
even improve it  still further. A quick look 
at the map will show where effort is required 
for future counts. 

1,ocalities covered cluring the June I984 
survey were: 
Far North/Northl;i~ld: 90 Mile, Spirits Ray, 
Tom Bowling Ray. Waikuku, Parengarenga 
Harbour, Henclerson/Kowh;ti, Rangitunu 
Harlmur, Tahanga. Puheke, Kari Kari, 
Matai, Tokel-au, Whangarei  Harlmur,  
Ngunguru Estuary, Horahora ,  Pataua, 
Wliananaki, Kuakaka, Waipu. 
Auckl;ind/Sotrth Atrckland: ffiipara Har- 

Figure 1 : Distribution and numbers of waders counted in New Zealand -- June 1984 
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bour, Manukau Harl)out-, Firth of' Thxiies, 
Waitetnata Harlmur (part), Tam& Estuary 
(~'"tt). 
Waikato: Aotea H;~r l~our ,  Kawhia Harl,our. 
Bay of I'letity: Tatu-anga Harbour. 
Hawkes 1Say: Ahuriri Estuary. 
Manaw:1tu/Wang:11111i: Wanganui Kiver- 
mouth. What~gaehu Rivet-mouth, Turnkitla 
Estuary, Kangitikei Estuary, Mati;~watu 
Est~tary, Hokio Stream tnouth, O h ; ~ u  Kiver- 
ri~outh, Waikawa Stt-earn tiiouth. 
Wellington/Wai1';1r:1~):1: Lake Wairarapa, 
Porirua Harlmur, I';i~~atahanui Illlet. 
Nelson: Farewell Spit, West1iavc.n Inlet, 
(;olden Bay, hfotuek;~ Estr~aty, Wainlea 
Estuaty, Nelson Haven. 
M:u-ll)o~-ough: (;t;~sstnere/Malf'rll's Reach, 
Kaikotrr;~ Peninsula, (;rove Arm, Ve~.tioti 
1.agoons. 
West (:oilst: H u s t  Kivrt-mouth, K,~~.;rrigatl~a 
Rivet-mouth. Okuru Kivermoittli, Mal~i tal~i  
River-niouth, Waiatoto Kivermoutli, Maria- 
kaiaua Kivet.~noutli, Okarito Rivcrniouth, 
.4r;111~1t-a Kiver~nouth, Serpentine (:reek, ,r. ,u.~rnak;~u -. Kivermouth, Greymouth Air- 

field, Rlaketown 1,agootl. (:ol,deti I.agoon, 
(:oal (11-eek wetland, Bal-I-ytown Pot~tls, 
1'111i;tkai ki, Okal-i 1.;1goon, 01-owaiti 1,agoon. 
(:;unterl~uty: (:otiway Kivermoutli, Hurunui 
Rivet-mouth, Waipara Kivermoutli, Kowai 
Kivet.~no~~tIi. Ashley F.str~xy, Rroohlantls 
1.;1goo1i, Awn-Heathcote Estuaty, 1.yttleton 
Har1)out-, Akaro;~ Harl)our, l.;~kr Forsyth, 
l ~ k e  Elles~itet-e, (:oopet-s l.agoon, Kakaia 
Kiverniouth, A s h l ~ u ~ t ~ n  Kivet~moutli, Opilii 
Kivermo~tth, Washdyke I.agoon, l.ake Ki- 
Waitlono, Valetta. MacKen~ie Rasin. 
Otago: Waitaki Rivet-mouth, Shag Kiver- 
mouth. Kat-itane/Hawkesl,ury l.agooti, 
ISlueskin B;ty. I'ut-akanrti Estuaty, Papanui/ 

Hooprrs Inlet, Aratnoana, Taeri Kiver- 
mouth, Tokomairiro Kivet-nloutli, 
Southland: Awarua Bay, Fonrose, Wairuna 
I.;~goort, Waimatuku Kivertnouth, Kivertoti 
Est~tary, Waikawa Harl~our,  Itivercargill 
Estuaty. 
Stewart Island: Old Neck, Freshwater 
M~ttlflats. 

Table 2 - 1.ocalities whew 1000+ waders 
were counted during June 1984 

Manukau Hat-lmur 
Firth of Tliames 

.S/M~P,\ di \ t r i /m/ io~~:  Alan ISaker (1973) 
sliowetl that pop~l:~t ion levels of SI1'0 at 
n~;~jorwititeringgt-ountis i l l  thc South Ixla~id 
had shown smallet.inct-eases in cotnlx~risot~ 
with tlieil- northern counterp;ltts. This t re~ id  
has continued so that currently some 68.5% 
of Sll'Os WCIY couttted in the North Islanti. 
Pied Stilts have l o t ~ c  been known to tiiove 
 tot-th for  tlie winter a t~cl  this survc) 
cotifirms the Mat~rtkau Hi~rl)out- and 1;ittIi 
of T l ~ a m e s  ;IS major winterit~g at-eas with 
3077 and 3344 stilts respectively. Other 

tnajor wintering areas for Pied Stilts were 
in tlie lSay of Plenty, Lake Wairal-apa and 
I.ake Ellesmere. Banded Dotterels proved 
to be sotnething of a n  engitiia. Most stayed 
in the South Island with 1,541 and 990 being 
counted at Lake Ellesmere and Farewell Spit 
respectively. However, large r~urnl,ers did 
move 1101th and f5voured wintering areas 
were Manukau Harl)o~rr (595), Ray of Pletity 
(739). Kawhia Harbour (:387), and Parerl- 
g a r e n p  (612). As expected, tilost Wrybills 
were at the Fitth of Tliames (2,5(il) and 
Manukau Harlmur (866). 

N% 1)otterels desenre a special metition. 
Nrttnbet-s counted in the nottliern regions 
were high, when one  considel-s that this 
species normally resides on beaches rat lit^ 
t11ari congregating in estuat-ies. T h e  7 birds 
seen at Fat-ewell Spit must be the highest 
count recot-ded fro111 that area and i t  is 
anyone's guess about where they catlie ti-otn 
- perhaps a I-emnatit breeding popdation 
in tlic NW Nelson mountaitis? The  South- 
land 1)it.d~ pt-esum;~bly crossed Foveartx 
Stt-ait from Stewatt Island. 

As far as the endanget-ecl Black Stilt is 
concctmetl, the 8 I-ecorded at Kawhia 
H:u-lmur must be the highest number for 
several years. 

The  success of a project such as this 
depends solely uporl the etitlittsiatm of every 
patticipant, My sincet-e thanks to evclyone 
who assisted, and 1 am sure that you will 
agree that your effotts were well worthwhile. 
Now we can look fo~ward  to the Noveml)er 
1984 coutit. and llow these r tw~lts  will 
cornlmt-e with the 1983 count. Don't delay, 
contact yout- KK and enroll as ;I wader 
collllter ttow! 
PAUL. SAGAK 

Waders counted In New Zealand - June 198 


