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Survey of North Island Robins on Moturua Island, Bay Of Islands 
Sixteen North Island Robins P e k a  australis longpes from Marnaku Plateau, 
Bay of Plenty, were liberated on 135 ha Moturua Island in February 1986 
(S Anderson pers. comm.). Fourteen birds were found in June 1987 
indicating that initial post-release survival and/or breeding success was high, 
but only seven birds were found in 1989 (R Parrish pen. comm.). 

On 1-2 June 1994 a team comprising G Grant, I May, B Walsh, M 
Robinson (OSNZ, Northland), and M McGlynn and myself (Department 
of Conservation, Northland) surveyed the Moturua Robin populalion. Our 
methodology comprised playing taped Robin calls to attract birds and 
stationing one of our party to watch one or more birds as the rest of the 
party moved on. We also noted plumage variation to assist in distinguishing 
individuals. In 3 or 4 instances, however, we could not be certain of the 
identity of individuals. In these instances we regarded the individuals as 
having been counted before. 

During our survey we found a minimum of 23 individual Robins. The 
birds were concentrated in the south-eastern half of the island where the 
vegetation (predominantly kanuka Kunzea ericoides and wattle Acacia sp.) 
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was tallest. Within this area Robins were found predominantly in south or 
south-eastern flowing catchments or slopes, including Waipao Bay Stream 
(9 birds), Western Waipao Bay (3 birds), Opunga Bay (3 birds), Western 
Otupoho Bay Stream (6 birds). One bird was in a western facing catchment 
(Eastern Otupoho Bay), 1 on the main ridge of the island, and 2 on the 
northern facing slopes of Otupoho Bay. 

The bays on the south-eastern side of the-island were surveyed in the 
middle of the day, so some birds could have been missed because of their 
lull in activity, especially singing, at that time. This, together with our 
conservative approach to counting birds, means that the total population 
could be close to 30. This is a very slow population increase compared to 
that on Mokoia Island in Lake Rotorua where Robins increased from the 
13 introduced in June 1991 to over 100 in 1994 (P Jansen pers. comm.). 

All except 2 birds were beneath a canopy do'kinated by kanuka and with 
varying amounts of ground cover, ranging from bare ground to extensive 
fern and segde grass cover. The exception was 1 pair found in the dry Acacia- 
dominated northern facing slopes of Otupoho Bay where the ground was 
strewn with fallen branches. No birds were seen in areas where the ground 
was covered in a dense sward'of mistflower Ageratina riparia. The north- 
western half of the island contained mainly unsuitable vegetation of low 
(+ 2 m) height. Much of the extreme south-east of the island, however, 
could potentially accommodate many more birds than found during our 
survey. 

Considering that the Bay of Islands has experienced two very dry 
summers (especially 1993-1994), the Robins appear to be reasonably well 
established on Moturua Island. Stoats (Mustela erminea), kiore (Rattus 
exulans), and perhaps also Norway rats (R. noruegicus), occur on the island 
(King 1990). The neighbouring islands of Moturoa and Urupukapuka have 
extensive kanuka forest not unlike that on Moturua, and would appear 
suitable for accommodating translocated populations of Robins in the future. 
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