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SHORT NOTE
Egg predation by Black-backed Gull

On 30 October 1991, in bright conditions, I was watching waterfowl from
a hide on the shore of Matata Lagoon. An adult Southern Black-backed Gull
(Larus dominicanus) alighted on the water about 40 metres from me, carrying
in its beak a smallish brown egg. After a pause, the bird soared about 30
metres in the air, dropping the egg, which apparently broke on the surface
of the water. The bird immediately followed and devoured it, the yolk content
being clearly visible. With 8 x 30 binoculars and a colour photograph taken
at a distance of about 40 metres, the egg appeared in size and colour to be
that of a Banded Dotterel (Charadrius bicinctus).
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