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SHORT NOTE 
Spurwings retrieve their eggs 

In late August - early September 1990, a pair of Spur-winged Plovers 
(Vanellus miles novaehollandiae) was nesting in an open paddock along with 
a big mob of ewes and lambs. Each morning as I passed the nest I checked 
the four eggs. One morning I saw that one of the eggs was about a metre 
from the nest. I decided to leave it there to see whether a predator would 
take it so near to the sitting bird. Next morning the egg was back in the 
nest. Two days later an egg was out of the nest again. I could see that lambs 
had been playing around the sitting bird; presumably they had frightened 
the bird off the nest, displacing the egg. Next morning the egg was back. 
A few days later two eggs had hatched and the next day all four had hatched. 

On another occasion I saw a ewe lying very close to a sitting plover. 
I chased her away. Next morning she was lying beside the nest again. I 
had the impression she was 'mothering' the plover because this went on 
for several days. Twice I saw the ewe standing over the sitting bird and 
putting her head down as if to smell the bird. When I shifted the sheep 
to another paddock, the ewe made no effort to stay with the nest. 

JACK LUTTRELL, RD 1, Featherston 

On hearing this story from Mr Luttrell, during a weekend OSNZ camp 
near Matthews Lagoon, Wairarapa, Dr T.C. Dennison and I made a simple 
test at a nearby Spur-winged Plover nest. From the four-egg nest we moved 
an egg to about 30 cm away and watched from a car at close range. The 
bird returned to the nest, sat, and after about 3 minutes seemed to notice 
that an egg was missing. It looked around, saw the egg, walked to it, raked 
it back to the nest with its beak, and settled down again. 
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